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For Sebastian—thank you for 
seeing the best in me every day; 

I love you beyond words.

For Anabelle and Liliana—
always remember that with true 
determination and perseverance, 

anything is possible.
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THE JOURNEY
The passing of time has given me 
pause to reflect. Time marches for-
ward. Days turn to weeks, months 
turn to years, and I become aware 
that time is fleeting. Transforma-
tions of my humanness take place 
and what once felt familiar and 
comfortable now feels foreign and 
uninviting. I am compelled to leave 
behind everything I know and step 
faithfully into the unknown. I see 
changes echoed in those around me, 
and I realize the fragility and imper-
manence of our human experience. 
I chastise myself for neglecting to 
live skin to skin with the world that 
surrounds me. 

How is it possible to find the 
courage to leave my comfort zone 
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and enter the unknown? There is 
a lot to be said for the familiarity 
that is the status quo. The only way 
toward change is to forge new paths, 
to explore places I haven’t dared to 
before now. As I enter this foreign 
terrain, I begin to learn more about 
my own inner landscape. I am 
discovering truths, boundaries and 
self-limiting beliefs that have only 
served to keep me stuck. Change 
can be terrifying, but it is necessary 
for growth, progress and evolution. 
Change is a choice; a decision to 
remain safe in my cocoon, or to 
be transformed into a magnificent 
new version of myself. I allow it to 
raise me up, to share everything 
I am with the universe. I choose 
change. As I stand on the precipice 
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of revealing more of myself than I 
ever have, I ask ‘am I enough?’ My 
soul answers with a resounding ‘yes.’ 
In each and every moment, I am 
always enough. Inside of me lies a 
spark, an opportunity, a chance. 

It is time for the great embrace, to 
love myself with reckless abandon, 
to take those in my heart with me 
on the journey to the culmination 
of a life lived well and without 
limitation. When my earthly eyes 
close for the final time and I enter 
the great unknown, I want those 
around me to remember a soul 
brimming with true passion for 
every moment of the human experi-
ence. I have witnessed the clouds of 
despair cast their darkest shadows 
across the threshold of my mind, 
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yet I have also felt the warmth of 
hope and held on fiercely. I want 
everyone to know that these collec-
tive experiences are the fibers that 
connect us in the great tapestry of 
our lives. That through these shared 
experiences we are never alone, only 
opened by our vulnerability. 

Every day, I want to touch the 
lives of those around me in the 
most positive way possible. People 
won’t remember my possessions, 
who I worked for or the type of car 
I drove. When everything has been 
stripped away, I want to know that I 
have left a legacy of memories that 
will last a lifetime. I want to live my 
life in a way that will inspire people. 
I want someone to look at me and 
say “because of you I didn’t give up.” 
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With my face towards the sun, 
and a heart full of courage, I begin 
the journey. If I never pass this way 
again, my wish is to regret nothing. 
Tomorrow is not promised. What 
lay before me is a choice, and I 
contemplate the possibilities. Doubt 
knocks at the door of indecision, 
while hindsight dares me to risk 
the regret of not trying. Though I 
punish myself with memories of 
bad decisions I have made in the 
past, I cannot allow these memo-
ries to define who I am. I let these 
experiences shape me, but I am not 
a prisoner to decisions I have made. 
Regret will not be granted an audi-
ence. I go forward with confidence, 
knowing that every decision I make 
is the right one in each moment. My 
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heart speaks to my true north and I 
must follow.

INTRODUCTION
When My Soul Whispered Oracle 
Deck has been my passion project 
since 2015. My dream was to create 
a deck with minimal imagery, 
focusing on only one or two central 
colors per piece. The idea was that 
the simple illustrations would serve 
as a starting point for the user to 
discover what the image meant to 
them, without being bogged down 
by excessive details. What initially 
began as a list of 44 keywords grew 
to 44 roughly sketched drawings 
with a vague color palette, and 
some scrawled notes about the 
relationship between the image and 
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