MEDIEVAL
CAT TAROT
Artwork by Lawrence Teng
Text by Gina M. Pace and Lawrence Teng

Published by

U.S. GAMES SYSTEMS, INC.

Copyright © 2004 U.S. Games Systems, Inc.
All rights reserved. The illustrations, cover design,
and contents are protected by copyright. No part
of this booklet may be reproduced in any form
without permission in writing from the publisher,
except by a reviewer who wishes to quote brief
passages in connection with a review written for
inclusion in a magazine or newspaper.

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1
Printed in Italy

U.S. GAMES SYSTEMS, INC.
179 Ludlow Street
Stamford, CT 06902 USA
www.usgamesinc.com

To Gina M. Pace,
“It all began with the Fool.”
A very special thanks to Gina for all
her guidance and encouragement.
To Robin “Annah-Kosinishov”
Sekora, my patron extraordinaire.
To Keith Stanfield and
Randy L. Cutler—beautiful
people with beautiful minds.

INTRODUCTION

T

HE TAROT is a deck of seventy-eight cards

used for many years to help people answer
some of their deepest questions about life. Historically speaking, the Tarot has moved through
many evolutions, including a playing card game, a
form of “flash cards” to teach values, and more
familiarly as a fortune-telling device. Now, in the
twenty-first century, it has grown to become more
of a tool for transformation—allowing people
greater control and more enlightened decisionmaking.
Medieval Cat Tarot marries rich esoteric symbolism with truly wonderful artistic styling and
expression. While there is a definite theme to the
illustrations on the cards, this is not merely a collector’s deck. Each card’s meaning is rendered in
a heartfelt but simple way so that anyone can
appreciate and understand it. One need only seek
to identify with the players in the drama acted out
on each card.
The characters on each card are shown either
in the act of, or participating in, behavior and situations which describe the truest meanings of
the card as it is understood in a more universal
way, based upon Golden Dawn symbolism
as interpreted by A. E. Waite. However, instead
of drowning the reader with massive amounts of
redundant symbols, one coherent image is used
to create a feeling of association with the
card itself. One might look at a character on a

card, understand what he or she is doing, and say,
“that is how I feel, I know what that card means
to me.”
Some of the first tarot decks did not include
numerology symbols or a numbering system
in the Major Arcana. I have chosen that same
omission for Medieval Cat Tarot. As there is some
interchangeability with a few of the Majors (most
often Strength and Justice), this allows the reader
to use the cards at his or her discretion.
The most special feature of Medieval Cat
Tarot is its completely original system of Court
Cards. More readers struggle to understand the
Tarot Court than any other part of the deck. In
Medieval Cat Tarot the symbolism changes from
card to card to aptly demonstrate how this set of
sixteen cards can, in fact, be some of the most
powerful cards in the deck in terms of helping the
reader to ascertain the state and growth patterns
of the querent.
Reverse meanings are not included in the card
descriptions for this deck. I feel this maintains the
more traditional method of reading the cards.
However, the symmetrical card back allows the
reader to choose to incorporate his or her own
reverse interpretations if desired.
This may be your first deck, or it may be one
of many you have purchased over the years.
Either way, your journey with Medieval Cat Tarot
promises to be a rich and fulfilling one!

—Lawrence Teng, February 2004

MAJOR ARCANA
The Fool

O

ur journey begins with the Fool. Youthful
in outlook, though not necessarily in years,
the Fool is symbolic of a fresh new perspective
and the ability to take life on its own merits. He
is without preconceived expectations of what is
owed to him or what he is supposed to be having
or doing. When viewing the Fool we see there is
a cliff ahead and we must ask ourselves if the risk
is that of real danger or is it the risk of being
trapped in our own fears and never stepping out
into the unknown. We see that our Fool travels
lightly—he does not even carry a backpack. He
accepts that life will bring him what he needs
when he needs it, or else he will be guided to find
it, even in regards to his own sustenance. The
promise of a new day dawns ahead, and when the
Fool comes up in a reading, we must prepare
ourselves for anything. This means asking ourselves whether we are holding ourselves back
from accepting any possibilities that are available
to us, or perhaps taking unnecessary risks. The
one thing we do not leave behind when seeing
the Fool in a reading is personal responsibility
for our actions—we may be lighthearted and not
bogged down by unhappiness, but we cannot
simply walk away from those people and things
who truly deserve our attention.
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The Magician

W

hen we see ourselves as the Magician in a
reading, we are symbolically—like the
cobbler shown here—in a position with all
things in balance around or before us. The four
main spheres of our life—mental, spiritual,
emotional, and physical—are represented as the
four suit symbols of the tarot: Swords, Wands,
Cups, and Coins. When all things are present
and in balance in our lives, we have the ability to
reach above ourselves and receive the power and
responsibility necessary to take what we have
been given and “juggle” it or direct it until our
lives reach the goal that we have set for ourselves. Much like the expression “As Above, So
Below,” the Magician is a constant reminder that
the power to make our lives possible flows
through us, not from ourselves directly. We are
in and of ourselves a complete system, but one
that relies on and moves through the greater
cosmic universe as well. When the Magician
comes up in a spread, we must ask ourselves
where it is that we must take responsibility for
the outcomes of our actions. This in and of itself
means taking both the good and the bad and
making life what it can be instead of accepting
what it has been.
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The Popess

W

e see before us the Popess, or the symbol of
the Divine Feminine. Many believe this
icon to be based upon Christian legends of the
female Pope Joan. More importantly, however, is
her role as the Oracle in our search for our own
self-wisdom and spiritual freedom. Dressed in
the soothing, nurturing colors of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, she appears before us as a spiritual
mother, welcoming us to ourselves as the key to
our own spiritual destiny awakens and the path
widens before us. This key is not connected to
religion in any organized form, but marks the
place where we find Divinity within ourselves.
Perhaps the most apt expression here is “Know
Thyself.” Pomegranate fruits on the plant behind
her are a symbol of our ripening consciousness,
as the seeds of awareness move to awaken our
sleeping subconscious. When the Popess appears
to us in a reading, we must ask ourselves where it
is that we may be looking for our answers outside
of ourselves, and the truth we seek may be seen
within—not without.

The Empress

W

here the Popess is our spiritual mother, the
Empress is Mother Nature herself. An icon
of great warmth, abundance, and physical wellbeing, she welcomes all the prosperity that life has
to offer. She is a symbol of all that is possible for
us in our lives, all the richness we deserve. We
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simply have to reach out and bring it to ourselves.
The Popess has challenged us to look in the mirror and see inside ourselves to our spiritual destiny. The Empress asks us to take what we see and
transform it into a richer, fuller life. She is the
embodiment of life that is enriched by a spiritual
awareness. When the Empress comes up in a
reading, it is time to ask ourselves how in our lives
we might be overlooking possibilities to take our
faith, our beliefs, and make them a reality in the
physical sphere as well as in our hearts and heads.
She challenges us to take what we’ve learned and
“Make It Real.” She marks a time when the learning and growing can no longer continue until we
start practicing what we preach. Where are we
already applying this and where can we change to
embody this practice?

The Emperor

U

nlike the Empress, the Emperor stands
alone. He is a power symbol, representative
of how one often must stand alone to accomplish
great things. All of the truly powerful icons of history were those who believed so strongly that they
had to stand independently. Great passion and
conviction often come at great cost, and this card
can signify a period of time in one’s life where it
is time not to follow, nor to wander aimlessly in a
crowd—but to lead. In order to accomplish what
one believes in, one must take a chance and go
against the grain. When the Emperor comes up in
a reading, we must ask ourselves what is necessary
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in order to make our dreams a reality. Are we perhaps the only ones who see the potential in what
we seek? It is wise to stay in touch with the feasibility of our dreams, while still encouraged to
continue working toward our goals. The Emperor
reminds us “To Thine Own Self Be True.” Other
great men and women in history have had
dreams, and thus put everything on the line to see
those dreams come to reality. Commitment is the
sister of conviction, and here in this card, both are
required to see your way through to success.

The Pope

T

he Pope is shown here as a metaphor for the
dogma and institution of organized religion.
Unlike the Popess, whose path to Divinity takes
us through the gates of the self, the Pope represents the outer paths of Order, Authority,
Tradition, and Guidance. His garb symbolizes his
high state of authority within the religious order
he has chosen to guide the masses. In our own
lives, we may find ourselves acting the role of the
Pope, or acting the role of the Pope’s many followers. When the Pope comes up in a reading, it
is especially important to question where it is
that we are perhaps following the paths that
have already been laid out for us. Is this a course
that is to our benefit? Or should we possibly seek
“The Road Less Traveled?” There are times when
we need the blessing that is given to us for doing
things by the book, the one right way, the
approved path if you will, but there are other
times when it is imperative that we examine our
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motives for needing approval from others or
blessings from authority—when we might truly
be better off finding our own road. More than
most cards, the Pope asks this question of us,
and challenges us to look deep within our
motives for our choices.

The Lovers

A

different kind of commitment is present in
the Lovers card. We see two young people
who are making a commitment to each other, a
bond that represents a choice on both their parts.
Free will is inherent in the Lovers card; although
Cupid waits above to shoot his arrows of love, his
hand is stayed, his arrows unnecessary. Two paths
that converge at this moment in life can also, conversely, represent two sides of a situation where a
choice must be made. Regardless of what the
choice is, one must come to it freely in order for
the commitment to be made wholeheartedly. As
the couple symbolically enters into a new union,
in “Perfect Love and Perfect Trust” their pact is
made. When this card comes up in a reading, we
face a choice of some sort in our lives and, for better or worse, we must come to terms—of our own
free will—with our situation and make a decision
about where we are going and what we will do to
resolve it. We often fear commitment as a prison
but in actuality, when the Lovers comes up, the
commitment that is waiting to be made, the
choice that is present before us, is honestly the
very thing that will free us the most.
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The Chariot

T

here are many, many times in life when we
feel as though our energies are being scattered instead of going forward in one smooth
motion. Such is the case with the Chariot.
Certainly there is a great deal of willpower evident, as we can see the driver has a look of great
determination on his face. However, it is not
enough to desire a goal, if we do not have the follow-through to make it a reality. It is true we can
“Lead a Horse to Water but We Cannot Make
Him Drink.” When the Chariot comes up in a
reading it is imperative to ask ourselves why we
may be throwing our energy at moving a wall,
when perhaps we should be looking for a door
that might already be there—just not where we
have been looking. We may be attempting to rush
a project when it has an inherent time delay, or we
may simply be searching for instant gratification
when we need to learn patience and let things
incubate naturally. The Chariot is not a direct
“NO” but it does often show us where it is that we
need to slow down, as we may be putting the cart
before the horse.

Justice

W

e often confuse justice in the legal or physical sense with Justice on a karmic level.
However, since the tarot focuses so much on both
our path in life and our spirituality, it is the
karmic Justice that is being addressed in this card.
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The weight of our soul, the weight of how we
have lived until now, is being measured and
found to finally balance. Once there is balance, we
are able to leave behind the karmic lessons that
have held us back until this point in time. Because
there is balance, the hand that holds the sword is
stayed, not striking. When this card comes up in
a reading, we can be assured that on a karmic
level in our lives, some part of what it is we came
into this life to learn has been finally understood,
and thus we are able to break through the invisible ceiling that holds us back.

The Hermit

O

ur first instinct, when we think about a hermit, is always to think of someone who is
running away from, or being shunned by, society.
Yet in the tarot, and in this deck, the Hermit is
someone who has gone off deliberately, not out of
fear or avoidance, but because it is necessary to be
where the inner voice, the Universal Will, can be
heard and understood. We see the Hermit, not as
he is leaving, but as he is returning from his selfimposed retreat. The owl on his shoulder is a sign
that wisdom, understanding, and guidance
accompany him—he is alone, but not Alone.
When this card comes up in a reading, we must
ask ourselves where it is in our lives that we are
unable to hear that inner voice, or where we have
perhaps been in our own head while sorting
things out. We know that we are coming out of
our solitude, stronger, wiser, and we have our
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light to shine out before us. We can be confident
knowing that our lamp cuts the path through
ignorance and chaos to lead us to our fulfillment,
and thus our enlightenment. We can no longer
“Hide Our Lamp Under a Bushel” but we must
shine it out for all to see.

The Wheel of Fortune

I

n life, there are many times when the wheel of
fate and fortune seems to turn against us and
yet other times when things seem to be going our
way. We tend to forget, however, that the wheel
itself is objective and the patterns of the Universe
have their own reasons for working the way they
do. It is our responsibility to recognize when
things have turned the hand of fate in our favor,
and when this is happening, it is also up to us to
learn to jump off the wheel while still on the “up”
side of things. There is an expression among the
pioneers of the world, “There is a fly on the top
of the wagon wheel, and a fly on the bottom—
sooner or later, the fly on the bottom gets to be
the fly on the top.” When the Wheel of Fortune
card comes up in a reading, we often see ourselves as the fly on the bottom of the situation at
hand, and we need this reminder that we are
coming around on another opportunity to get
ourselves where we are meant to be—on top—
instead of focusing on negativity.
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Strength

T

oo often in life, we equate strength with brute
force. In the tarot, however, the strength that
is shown is a strength that comes from surviving,
from being patient, from knowing that if we are
on our right path, what we need will eventually
come to us. The lion is shown as being tame, not
because he was forced into submission, but
because patience and love won the day. When this
card comes up in a reading, we may be trying to
wrestle something into submission when our
approach should be that of patient acceptance,
secure with the knowledge that it will come to us
if and when the time is right. Alternatively, the
card can point to a time when we are rewarded
for having survived until now, and now it is
“Time to Thrive, not just Survive.”

The Hanged Man

N

ot a frightening card, the Hanged Man shows
us a man who is suspended away from daily
activities and normal life. He is hanging upside
down, a position that both teaches a different perspective and forces him to remove himself from
the center of the whirlwind of life. We often need
to take some time away from the hustle and bustle in order to know where we are going. Many
times it is as much about the timing as it is about
the action. When we see this card come up during
a reading, we must ask ourselves if we might benefit from looking at the situation from a different
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perspective—that is, “Turn it Over.” We might
also need to remind ourselves that perhaps what
we want to see happen has not yet occurred
because the timing is wrong, or that something
else needs to fall into place before we can achieve
our goal. When this card is present, we are on
hold, yes, but we also may have something yet to
learn or something that needs to be gained from
where we are before we can move on.

Death

T

he most misunderstood and feared card of
the tarot deck, the Death card. But the Death
card, just like the rest, is a metaphor. It signifies a
change or rebirth, much like the phoenix that
rises from the ashes to live again. Here the figure
of Death itself stands waiting, watching, ready—
but not threatening. Symbolic of the metamorphosis that is about to occur, the butterflies
swarm around him, light and airy, fresh and
new. When this card comes up in a reading, it is
imperative that we look around ourselves for
opportunities of change and transformation. We
may be facing great upheaval in our lives, which
this card reminds us to see the positive side of.
What occurs is a shape-shifting, a redefining of
“Who We Are” and “What We Are About” in this
life. Like the butterflies, we can rise above,
stronger, lighter, and able to fly. When this card
appears in a spread, depending on the position it
is in, we may either have already seen the
upheaval and must adjust our view of the
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changes to our life, or we may be heading into
the storm, and while being encouraged to
“Batten Down the Hatches” are also reminded
that we are strengthened by this path, not beaten
down by it.

Temperance

H

alf in and half out of time and place,
Temperance is a sign of balance, though
more about the ebb and flow of life than about
making everything equal. The waters of life flow
evenly from one jug to the other, as if to show us
that as long as the rhythm of the movement is
kept consistent and even, the waters will neither
spill nor flood. When this card appears in our
readings, we must examine how we are prioritizing the often vastly different spheres of our existence. We may be trying to forcibly juggle home,
work, school, or personal life issues by keeping
them separate and trying to consciously determine which of them requires our attention at any
given time. Temperance reminds us that perhaps
by relaxing and allowing our energies to flow
between these issues, we can balance our lives
more easily and thus allow ourselves not to
become drained by the loads placed upon us.
Instead we can feel capable and in touch with our
needs and the needs of those around us. We must
bridge the different arenas of our life, not polarize them.
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The Devil

I

t is the Devil inside each of us that this card
addresses, and not a separate evil entity of any
kind. We are our own worst enemy—we bedevil
ourselves at the times when we undermine our
own best efforts to get clear of the repeating patterns of behavior and abuse in our lives. This
Devil, for example, hides behind a mask, much as
we hide behind our own denial when we fight
ourselves on many levels. And yet, there is hope,
as in this case, the mask is slipping, we are seeing
the Devil in ourselves for what it truly is. When
the Devil comes up in a reading, it is time to take
a good, hard, honest look at where in our lives we
experience self-defeat, because we give in time
and again to the practices that hold us back. The
card is not a sign of recrimination, but a true
opportunity for freedom, because in seeing these
patterns, we are finally able to remove the mask
altogether and boldly look upon the face of our
own fears, own them, and become their master.
Then, and only then, can we leave them behind
and succeed where in the past we have failed.

The Tower

P

erhaps the most fearsome of all tarot cards,
the Tower strips away our defenses and our
denial and brings down—with a resounding
crash—all of the walls we have built around ourselves. It is as though the Universal Will is letting
us know that it is time to face the music and take
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responsibility for what has gone wrong in our
lives. Much like a parent taking matches away
from a baby, we are no longer allowed to continue along the path, which is only leading to our
destruction. When the Tower shows up in a
spread, we surely must brace ourselves for what is
about to come, or perhaps we may relax as we
realize the worst has already occurred. In either
case, the Tower places upon us the responsibility
to not make the same mistakes, to learn from
where we have been, and to realize that nothing
has been taken away from us that was meant to be
in our lives—only those things made of our
denial are stripped away. Only what is built on a
shaky foundation to begin with can eventually be
brought down. And, once we are brought to our
knees, we are able to get up and begin to walk
down our right and true path.

The Star

T

he beautiful lady shown in this card represents the energies that make up the All, the
Universal Will. She is portrayed as pouring out
the waters of life. We saw them being balanced in
the Temperance card. Now they are being poured
out for us. How many times in our lives do we feel
that we are stumbling in the darkness, lost, asking
for the truth to be shown to us, crying out for the
answers to life’s mysteries? The answers we seek,
like the waters of life, are always being poured out
for us, yet most of the time we cannot understand
or hear them, thus the waters return to the
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brook—to the Source. When this card comes up
in a reading, however, we are beginning to
become the fertile ground that thirstily receives
the waters of life as they are poured out for us. We
begin to see the light, the light of the Star, which
guides us to our destiny as surely as the great Star
of the East guided the Wise Men once before. We
must ask ourselves, are we ready to accept that
guidance? Are we ready to trust that inner voice?

The Moon

T

he Moon always has a sense of being somewhat surrealistic, not quite tangible, and not
quite real. In our lives there are many times when
we find our thoughts deeply embedded in our
fears, deeply rooted in our depression, and yet we
do not realize that we are there. Perhaps after
many downfalls, we become afraid to trust our
vision of where our path leads. Certainly we feel
disconnected from the path we are on. And yet,
like the Moon’s light which softly guides our path,
if we do not try to rationalize so much and simply move along in a dreamlike quality, perhaps we
will continue along our path without even realizing it, until we get to the point where we have
moved beyond our fears. Like the bogeyman in
our bedroom at night, after we shine a light on it
and realize it is just our bathrobe on the back of
the door. Our fears are not a reality. When it
comes up in a reading, the Moon calls for us to
trust our own instincts and keep moving despite
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our worries. We need to remember that we do
indeed know the path upon which we walk, and
we need to trust and have faith in that.

The Sun

J

ust as the “Dawn of a New Day” brings us new
faith and confidence in where we are going,
the Sun card shows us all the promise and potential of where we are and what we are doing. We
get to ride free and move forward with confidence and speed rather than tiptoe delicately as
we did in the Moon. We are blessed by a bright,
powerful sun and all the strength that it has to
offer. Sunflowers, a symbol of the ability to follow
the “Source of All Light,” surround us with their
beauty. Like the Sunflowers, we must always keep
our faces pointed to the Light so that we are
drenched in its power. We need no longer be
afraid to trust our instincts, for our path is now
abundantly clear and we are capable of pursuing
it wholeheartedly. Yet the Sun is not about ambition and power unless it also comes with a light
heart and a sense of joy. We are surrounded by
Universal Love and we are free to manifest it in
any and all forms desired. When encountered in a
reading, the Sun tells us to move forward with
confidence along the path we have chosen,
remembering to keep our Inner Child alive.
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Judgment

L

ike the Judgment Day metaphor which is the
basis for this card, the Judgment card refers to
a Universal awakening and a sense that what has
gone before (suffering, fear, doubt, and hard
work) will now be recognized and valued and
that we will be “called upon” to come and experience some of the rewards that are now being
offered. Our struggles have not been in vain, but
have made us the person we are today. It is
because of these same struggles, this same
growth, that we now begin to see where all our
hard work is going to pay off. Where we previously felt as though every step forward also
meant two steps back, now we see ourselves
gaining progress, succeeding, and in fact, surpassing our goals to reach new heights. The
Judgment card often comes up in a reading with
the Justice card—these two are inextricably
linked—to show where it is we are paying off the
debts of the past and moving forward with new
energy and conviction. When we receive the
Judgment card, we can be assured that obstacles
that formerly blocked us will now open wide to
allow us the great success we deserve.
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The World

T

he World card shows us the great promise of
all wondrous things being offered to us.
When we reach a point in our lives comprised of
harmony and balance, we begin to see that we
may have everything we need. We are not greedy
but we know that what we desire and what we
need, if it is within our greatest good, will be
granted to us. We feel a sense of being watched
from above, not being spied on, but protected
and loved. We know that if we focus on the right
aspects of life, pursuit of excellence in the spiritual, emotional, and intellectual ranges, we will
also be granted the gifts of material blessings. In
life we can see that when we reach for base
attractions, like pursuing money and materialism, we gain nothing spiritually and generally
cannot hold onto the material blessings we may
achieve. It is only when we pursue the higher
attractions of spirit and self and allow the material
world to balance itself around us that we can
achieve a feeling of a truly rich life and thus inner
joy and well-being. When the World comes up in
our reading, we must remember to always pursue
excellence of self and wisdom of the soul, and our
prosperity and abundance will thus always be
assured.
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MINOR ARCANA
Court Cards

T

HE COURT CARDS in this deck are created

to portray a series of moments of personal
growth within the querent or reader. When we see
a court card come up in a reading, we must examine how it shows where we are within a specific
pattern of growth in our lives. If we look at the
progression of cards within a specific suit, Page to
Knight to Queen to King, as different stages in
growth along the specific area covered by the suit,
we can begin to understand that Court Cards can
have a very different and very helpful impact
upon our readings.

PA G E S

P

AGES REFER TO BEGINNING stages of per-

sonal growth. A Page represents the moment
you have made a decision or stepped onto a path
of new direction and are just readying yourself
for the undertaking you are about to commit
yourself to.

Page of Wands
Wands and Fire speak directly to the fire and passion that deals with spiritual growth and how that
manifests in our everyday lives. Often, this is represented in terms of career growth and strength
of beliefs and personal values. The Page of Wands
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shows us how we have, or need to, embark on a
new career or, open up new doors leading to new
values and strengths in our lives. This may show
us where we can begin to come to life again after
a long period of stagnation as well.

Page of Swords
Swords and Air refer to the mental processes
governing thought, logic, and reason. Often
when we see Swords in a reading we see stress,
arguments, and the like—which all come from
the mental sphere of life. The Page of Swords
depicts us as ready to take on a new level of
mental or intellectual growth. We can be confident that, whether it will be an easy or difficult
undertaking, it will bring us to new levels of
understanding and reason.

Page of Cups
Cups and Water refer to the emotional growth
process that we go through during relationships,
emotional struggles, and the pursuit of our
dreams. Cups can be about happiness, but just
as often they are about personal triumphs. The
Page of Cups shows us about to embark on a new
emotional path, which will ultimately lead to our
happiness and success. We can rest assured knowing that what we have begun here is sound, solid,
and emotionally healthy.
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Page of Coins
Coins and Earth point us to the physical, material
goals that govern our everyday lives—food, water,
shelter, clothing—all of our most basic needs.
How we choose to fulfill or pursue them is governed by the Coins. The Page of Coins shows us
ready to plant our future growth and start a new
job or other path to material abundance. We
know that what we begin today will need nurturing in order to make it succeed, but it has all the
potential possible.

KNIGHTS

K

NIGHTS TALK ABOUT the next stage of

personal growth, the action stage. When we
have already begun to move forward in a new
direction, we must then commit ourselves to the
amount of work necessary to make it happen.
Knights depict us in a stage of movement and
effort and if we pursue it with vigor we will benefit with positive results. If we are not seeing
movement occur, we may need to reapply ourselves with renewed energy.

Knight of Wands
Again, with Wands, there is fire energy, and now
this energy sees us moving forward with greater
passion, conviction, and strength. Our career may
be moving along more quickly; our sense of what
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is right may be growing more solid by the day. We
feel much like the fire that begins to burn more
brightly, each step along our path gives us more
energy to keep going. What we are pursuing is
self-justifying—we see our efforts and we know
they will pay off.

Knight of Swords
Swords govern the elements of Air, the mental
energy that moves us through logic and reason.
The beginning that we saw in the Page now
requires us to apply ourselves more solidly than
ever. Many times with the Swords, we have the
ambition to start the project, but not the followthrough to make sure it is completed, especially in
seeing to the details. We must really focus at this
stage to push our goals forward to fruition.

Knight of Cups
Cups, Water, and emotion are seen in this card as
a nurturing energy that welcomes the path of
happiness and desire and follows through with a
great sense of wonder and joy. Whatever relationship or situation we are involved in at this
time tends to bring small consistent reassurances
along the path to keep us certain that we are in
the right place at the right time, with the right
people. Our quest for fulfillment is taking us
where we need to go.

1

27

2

Knight of Coins
The material energy of the Coins is earth bound
and we see our work often rewarded on a daily
basis. We may know that we have a long way to go
to see what we are working on ultimately pay off,
but when the Knight comes up, we are able to not
only realize its potential through seeing long
range success for ourselves, but we see little
reminders along the way to keep our work fresh
and our efforts rejuvenated. We must continue to
tend our crop or else it will wither and fade.

QUEENS

Q

UEENS REFER TO the stage of growth

where we begin to see our efforts come to
fruition. Though we are not complete in our
growth, we can finally start to see some validation
of where we are going and what we are doing.
Queens show us something of what is coming, so
that we can feel confident in continuing. Often
when Queens come up we may have thought we
were finished and relaxed, where in truth we need
to keep working because we’re not quite there yet.

Queen of Wands
With the fiery zest of passion for career, spiritual
growth, and philanthropic works driving us in
the Queen of Wands, we are unlikely to be able to
settle down and rest on our laurels. Whatever the
goal is that we put our attention to, when it is
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completed we feel restless until we turn our powers toward a new development or outcome. We
are gratified by our success, but though we enjoy
the fruits of our labors, we ask ourselves, “What
can we conquer next?”

Queen of Swords
Often a very misunderstood card, the Queen of
Swords is not about bitterness, but about learning
to use our judgment from our past mistakes and
not fearing our ability to reason our way through
a sticky situation. When she comes up in a reading, we must be careful to draw our boundaries
before we allow a person or situation to make us
feel as though we are being encroached upon or
pushed into something we don’t agree with. We
may fear to trust our judgment, but we have
learned from the past and our intuition is sound.

Queen of Cups
On an emotional level, we have accomplished
a great amount of work on ourselves and our
ability to both give and accept love. We have
much yet to learn—among these lessons is the
need to draw boundaries and take care of our
own needs without sacrificing the needs of those
we care about. The Queen of Cups teaches us that
we can in fact do what we need to do for ourselves
without feeling conflicted in caring for others in
our lives.
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Queen of Coins
In the physical realm, the Queen often indicates
reaching a point where we have realized that our
whims are not sated by materialism alone. Our
earlier goals for prosperity are reached, but have
not made us happy. We clear out a lot of what no
longer works for us, and sit back and think about
the direction we’d like to see our lives grow. Much
like weeding a garden, what is left may look somewhat bare but the room that is now available provides much space to grow and produce.

KINGS

K

INGS TEACH US where it is in our lives that

we have “maxed out” the growth in a particular sector. When we see a King, we have completed the growth we needed in a specific area
and now it is time to move forward in new
directions. If we persist in remaining where we
are, we will see no further growth occur unless we
change direction. When a King comes up in a
reading, often you may need to play the role of
the teacher to pass along what you have learned.

King of Wands
Similar to a jar that can never be emptied, or a
road that never ends, the King of Wands sees us
as always idealistic, always ready to aim for
something new and exciting. We are not flighty,
however, but we can find it difficult to find true
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satisfaction in our successes because we feel we
need something more. A sign of the born performer or teacher, this card can show us that to
reach our true happiness we must take what we
have gained and bring it to a whole new audience.

King of Swords
If we never learn to trust our judgment, our intuition, we will forever see ourselves as embattled by
the demands and obligations of the people and
situations around us. The King of Swords shows
us hardened and yet always expecting the worst of
others—our worst fears play into our paranoia.
Yet if we would put faith in ourselves and in what
we’ve learned, and feel the strength of our vision,
so much could be put behind us, so much could
be accomplished. Which way will we go?

King of Cups
On an emotional level, we have reached a point
with the King of Cups where we have stayed too
long in situations or environments that no
longer further our emotional growth nor satisfy
the needs of our hearts. Something must give,
something must change, or else we must move
on and head into a new direction. We find ourselves doing a personal inventory of ourselves
and those we love, and may need to leave behind
relationships or interactions that harm us or
hold us back.
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King of Coins
Imagine if when we reached the Queen stage of
physical and material growth, we did not learn
from the clearing out of old goals, but continued
to invest our time and money into patterns and
energies which would gain us nothing but slavery
to money and fears of insecurity. This would be
the King stage, where stagnation will occur unless
we do a turnaround and change our direction. We
must seek a new job, a new home, a new path that
embraces something other than material and
physical need.

THE NUMBERED
(PIP) CARDS
Coins
The Ace of Coins shows a heavy gold coin with
a pattern of mice on it, and there is a family of
mice perched carefully on top of the coin. The
element of Earth and the material blessings and
abundance brought with it are a part of this card,
and new physical energy and prosperity will be
coming into our lives when we see this come up
in a reading. May also refer to a new job or home.
The Two of Coins shows us literally trying to
balance our lives in two separate areas—work
and home, friends and family, private and public.
We tend to polarize different parts of ourselves
and often as a result we end up struggling to find
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balance in our lives. When this card comes up we
should allow the rhythm and flow of our lives to
dictate for the time being.
The Three of Coins is a card that demonstrates
our skills or abilities in mastering new challenges.
We are capable and confident and we must
remember that we can conquer anything if we
remember that we take what we are given and
make the most of it. It may be time to learn something new.
The Four of Coins shows where we feel threatened by what we have experienced in the past; our
security is exercised in overkill because our perception of danger or struggle is much more than
the reality. We may actually be safe, but we still
feel intimidated. We must realize that our foundation has been laid securely and we may now
build upon it.
The Five of Coins shows how we can allow
ourselves to feel misery, fear, loneliness, and
darkness in our lives when we become mentally
overpowered by the material struggles in our
lives. However, this card also signifies that we
will soon be able to break free of this. Much like
the weather, sooner or later the clouds will break
and the sun will shine again.
The Six of Coins shows help being given to
those in need. We must ask ourselves with whom
do we identify in this situation? Are we in need of
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a helping hand from someone in a position to do
so? If so, then this card indicates that help is soon
coming. We might, however, find ourselves in the
position of being able to help someone else when
this card comes up. If so, we should offer what
help we can, for it may have great impact.
The Seven of Coins depicts the small but fruitful harvest that is possible when we carefully evaluate where it is in our lives we are applying our
energy in a positive way. Instead of feeling sad
that we only have a small harvest, we begin to see
that we have everything we need, and nothing
goes to waste.
The Eight of Coins is a card of hard work and
applying ourselves fully to our goals. We are
rewarded based on the amount of effort and
energy we expend toward our outcome. Much
like the scholar preparing for a test, we will do as
well as we are prepared to do. We will finally begin
to see results for our efforts.
The Nine of Coins indicates our abilities to
build our own abundance in life by accepting all
that life has to offer; when we do not immerse
ourselves too deeply in our ambition, and allow
ourselves to “Stop and Smell the Roses,” we can
find much greater physical fulfillment and balance. It is up to us to embrace those things in life
that make us happy.
The Ten of Coins is the culmination of all our
hard work and shows us receiving the ultimate
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honor and recognition. We have reached the pinnacle of success in material and physical gains. We
must not, however, lose sight of those who have
helped us get there (and our emotional connections must be present as well) or we will not enjoy
our success for very long.

SWORDS
The Ace of Swords depicts a fairly simple
sword, but it is flanked by two beautiful Birds of
Paradise, creatures of the Air. It is Air that governs
the mental powers described in the cards of this
suit. The Ace of Swords signifies new breakthroughs in situations of entanglement, often
with legal clarifications or opportunities for
learning and advancement. A message or new
information will be coming.
The Two of Swords often sees us stymied; we
sit poised between two equally unappealing
choices, yet are unable to force ourselves to decide
on one. However, we must note the blindfold and
realize we may not be seeing the entire picture—
this card can mean we need to wait to make the
decision until we are clearly aware of all our
options.
The Three of Swords shows us great pain—
emotional pain and betrayal—that is close to our
hearts, if it does not in fact break our hearts. Yet
we are often the ones holding onto this pain.
When this card appears, it is our responsibility to
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let go of the anguish of the past and move forward with our lives.
The Four of Swords demonstrates the fatigue
that comes from the stresses and battles of various situations we may face, while simultaneously
showing us that the way beyond them is to hang
up the struggle and take rest for ourselves. We
must spend some time away from these situations
in order to rejuvenate ourselves for another day.
The Five of Swords often deals with the unfairness in situations we find ourselves in. One thing
to realize, however, is that sometimes we identify
with the person who is on the losing end, and yet
sometimes we are on the winning end. We must
consider where we stand in a given situation, and
then how we may empower or balance this to
come out where we need to be.
The Six of Swords allows us to move forward
and away from the problems and stresses of the
past, in favor of a calm, new beginning. We may
feel sadness and loss, but at the same time, relief
and freedom await us on the other shore. Only
that which belongs in our new life accompanies
us to the other side.
The Seven of Swords shows where a personal
victory has been gained but it may be best to keep
it to oneself. This is not about confrontation or
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battle but rather ingenuity and creative problem
solving. What we do to take power back for ourselves from a situation may leave us feeling like
the “Cat that Swallowed the Canary.”
The Eight of Swords depicts a situation where
our perspective is that we are trapped, imprisoned, and unable to move or make choices
regarding our personal freedom. However, much
like the key that swings here, out of sight but right
under our noses, we may be all that stands in the
way of leaving the situation behind.
The Nine of Swords shows our anguish and
worry over those struggles in life that hang over
our heads. We wait, never knowing whether they
will fall or remain hanging indefinitely. Our fear,
however, comes from feeling a lack of control
over our own outcome in these situations, so we
must look to where we can regain our control.
The Ten of Swords is the culmination of all the
negative energy contained in our present situation. However, it is also a sign that once we have
hit rock bottom, there is nowhere to go but up.
Whatever has been hanging over us has not only
ended, but often has been over for some time, and
we must recognize this and finally release it for
good. We can take comfort knowing what is taken
away makes room for new beginnings.
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CUPS

T

HE ORNATE CUP, the Icon symbol for the

suit of Cups, is shown in the Ace of Cups as
an ornate chalice, resplendent with an intricate
fish design, which represents the element of water
and depths of emotion. The Ace symbolizes new
emotional beginnings; a new person or situation
will be encountered that will bring us great joy
and new blessings. This may signify a birth or
marriage.
The Two of Cups shows the happiness gained
from a new emotional partnership when we
explore the balance that is possible from connecting with another on an equal level. This may refer
to a new friend, a new companion, a new relationship, or any new connection where each person gains equally from the exchange.
The Three of Cups teaches us that it is our support group, those closest to us, who will be a significant part of our lives in the times ahead as we
celebrate some positive gain with them. Those
who have been with us through hard times are
now with us in good times. This does not refer
only to groups of three, but to any size group
where the involved parties’ intimacy and closeness can be relied upon in times of need.
The Four of Cups is a sign that while we may
not be happy with (or may feel we are finished
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learning from) those emotional aspects of our life
which we have already completed, we should not
focus on that discontent to the point where we
miss something good that is being offered to us.
Often that which is offered is right under our
nose and we do not recognize it because we are
dwelling on the negative.
We often think of the expression “Don’t Cry Over
Spilled Milk” when we see the Five of Cups in a
reading. However, it is not a reprimand to avoid
weeping over that which has been lost, but rather
a reminder that there is a time for grief, and then
there is a time for healing. We may need to spend
some time grieving before we may begin to heal
from it.
The Six of Cups shows us, in its simplest form,
the Joy of Sharing. We ourselves benefit when we
give the gift of kindness. A lesson learned back
in the lighter, happier days of childhood, this
and other blessings from the past are free to
come to our memories once we have put grief
and sadness behind us. We gain the ability to
look back and see only the positive side of what
we have experienced.
The Seven of Cups shows us great visions of
happiness, fanciful daydreams of “What-MightBe.” Beauty, imagination, wealth, and fame—all
are good so long as they are kept in perspective.
Creative impulses must be followed through with
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expression, however, or the value of what is
shown to us may be lost or wasted.
The Eight of Cups has a similar energy to the
Four, in that we are taking personal inventory and
considering what we have already completed on
emotional levels in our lives as having no more to
offer us. However, when we go in search of new
emotional fulfillment, we must guard against
“Throwing the Baby out with the Bathwater.” We
may be able to bring new pleasure in to enhance
that which we have already gained.
The Nine of Cups shows us many trophies of
emotional situations where we have triumphed.
We may sit with pride, although we should
refrain from gloating, because we know we have
done well. We have dealt fairly and honestly with
those people in our lives with whom we have connected emotionally, and know that all good
things are possible because of this.
The Ten of Cups shows emotional fulfillment at
its finest. A happy family, symbolic of the joy that
can only be part of our lives because of those we
choose to share our lives with, is able to enjoy the
little things in life because they enjoy them
together. Love makes all things possible.
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WANDS
The Ace of Wands shows the beautiful ornate
wand, topped with what appears to be a crystal
egg—a symbol of new beginnings. There is a salamander or lizard snaking his way around the
Wand, showing its connection with the element
of Fire and the powers of spiritual regrowth and
renewal. A new idea, career, spiritual path, or creative venture will open up for us.
The Two of Wands brings a sense of balance
and, with it, the ability to look ahead to a new
direction in our lives. We chart the course of our
life’s path on our map and head out into the
future, closing the door on those things in the past
that no longer fit our needs. We look forward to
new possibilities, often with new partnerships or
new connections in our lives to bring us forward.
The Three of Wands symbolizes the ability to
see what it is that we are launching and to put it
into motion. We carry with us the small tokens
that remind us that we are responsible for putting
our own ships out to sea if we wish to see our
ships return overflowing with prosperity and
abundance.
The Four of Wands shows that we may take
some time out from our everyday mundane lives
in order to celebrate the joys of togetherness.
Often signifying marriage or other new commitments, the Four is a sign of starting a new path,

1

41

2

which leads to happiness and personal transformation. We can rejoice that those people in our
lives who support us are celebrating our new path
with us.
In the Five of Wands, there is obvious challenge, struggle, and yet the challenges which are
holding us back often are coming unexpectedly.
The chaos may be rooted in something we do not
understand. Often we are snared in something
that is not our battle, and we might do well to step
aside rather than become embroiled in conflict.
Known as the Victory card, the Six of Wands
shows we have earned the right to carry our
crown and demonstrate our often very personal
victory to the world. We may find, however, that
we do not necessarily have the support of those
around us—we may need to walk alone in pursuit
of the personal choices we have made, which we
know in our hearts are right for us.
In the Seven of Wands, we may see ourselves
as continually struggling to keep our heads above
water, to remain afloat despite the many challenges, which keep coming our way and blocking
our path. Yet when this card comes up, we may
need to turn around and go in a new direction.
We have already won the battle, but we are still
fighting that which no longer threatens us.
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The Eight of Wands is a sign that many of the
goals in our lives can be met at this time, and it is
a prime opportunity to send out that “Message in
a Bottle” that asks the universe for the power to
meet our goals. Many opportunities will be coming our way. A feeling of great anticipation comes
over us. We will soon feel that anything is possible if we aim for it properly.
The Nine of Wands shows us where we must be
ready to defend ourselves, our lives, our homes—
figuratively, if not literally. We have a tendency to
have our defenses up against all those who come
toward us. Often we must reevaluate whether our
walls are blocking the good as well as the bad. We
must guard against defensiveness and learn to
use judgment to gauge whether we should trust
or not.
With the Ten of Wands, the burdens we end up
carrying are very often too large to bear. Yet we
may need to ask ourselves, are we carrying burdens that truly belong to us, or are we enabling
others to depend upon us and not pull their own
weight? We must evaluate the load we carry and
delegate to others that which is rightfully their
own burdens.
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SPREADS
The Court Cards Curve
When doing this reading, take all sixteen court
cards from the deck and set the rest of the deck
aside. Shuffle the court cards thoroughly and then
deal out five cards in a curve from left to right.

1

2

3

4

5

These will show the growth progression and
the lessons you are meant to be learning from a
specific situation or pattern in your life. This
spread is not about other people so much as
yourself, so it is not for use in fortune-telling so
much as meditation on the self.
1 - Karmic Lesson—The lesson or growth you
needed to learn which brought this person, situation, or pattern into your life in the first place.
2 - Recent Past Lesson—The period of growth
immediately preceding this one, which shows you
what you recently needed to gain from being
where you are.
3 - Present—What you are currently dealing
with and what you will need to accept, change, or
learn before you can move on to the next stage.
4 - Near Future Lesson—This is what you will
be facing next. May run concurrently with your
present lesson if you are still working on that one
for a while.
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5 - Outcome—Where you will be able to see
yourself as a result of this pattern or situation.
When all is said and done and you are on the
other side of the equation, you will feel this goal
reached.

Short But Sweet Spread
This spread actually uses a good number of cards,
but since they are laid down in pairs, they allow
you to read faster. Excellent for giving short term
forecasts and can also be used in readings for others. Shuffle your entire deck thoroughly, then cut
the deck and deal out twelve cards as shown
below:

4

9

5 10

12

1

6 11

2
7

3

8

1, 2, and 7 are read together as the present influences surrounding the querent. They show elements that the querent will be aware of, as well as
forces at work that the querent cannot see.
Knowing what we are up against is everything in
this position.
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3 and 8 are read together and show lessons
that the querent has learned from his or her past,
which are going to factor heavily into his or her
outcome. People, relationships, and situations
which once existed and no longer are in effect
may come up. The lesson learned from these situations is the important matter.
4 and 9 are read together and show influences
that the querent has been struggling with recently.
If the querent does not recognize the influences
shown, later situations will reveal that the outcome began in this position.
5 and 10 are read together and show a time
period that is coming up—where the querent will
be and what they will be facing during this time
period. It is usually two to three months from the
present.
6 and 11 are read together and show the
influences that the querent will be immediately
moving into and will be operating under in the
next few weeks. However long this period lasts
will affect the period indicated in positions 5
and 10.
12 is the outcome card and sums up the
entire spread by showing the ultimate goal of all
that is going on around the querent. Less a prediction and more the “Moral of the Story,” this
card often can give great relevance or meaning to
what has been going on.

1

46

2

ILLUMINATED CATS

T

HE CAT’S ROLE in occult practice often

overshadowed its more mundane side as a
domesticated creature. Cats were not always worshipped, nor were they always persecuted, for
there were times in between these two extremes
when cats were allowed to simply be cherished
household pets. In fact, the majority of historic
engravings and paintings that we can find
depicting Felis domesticus portray cats as ordinary creatures.
The Medieval Cat Tarot took this same
domestic approach and added a new twist to it by
having the cats act out the scenes of the tarot.
Inspired by fifteenth century art, this enlightening art project culminated with an illuminated
cat deck that seeks to bridge a gap between the
traditional and modern tarot imagery.
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U.S. Games Systems, Inc. offers an exciting and diverse
range of tarot and cartomancy decks, books, and
deck/book sets. Look for these titles at most book, metaphysical, museum, and gift stores.

TAROT DECKS
Adrian • Ages • Albano-Waite • Ancestral Path • Angel
Aquarian • Barbara Walker • Cat People • Celestial
Ceremonial Magick • Classic • Connolly • Cosmic
Crowley Thoth • Crow’s Magick • Dali • Dragon
Epicurean • Fantastical • Feng Shui • Forest Folklore
Fradella • Gatti Originali (Feline) • Gendron • Gill
Goddess • Golden Tarot • Haindl • Halloween
Hanson-Roberts • Herbal • Hudes
I Cani Originali (Dogs) • Londa • Lord of the Rings
Lover’s Path • Medicine Woman • Medieval Scapini
Moon Garden • Morgan-Greer • Motherpeace Round
Native American • Navigators Tarot of the Mystic SEA
New Century • New Palladini • Old English • Old Path
One World • Phantasmagoric • Renaissance • Rider-Waite
Russian • Sacred Rose • Sephiroth • Spirit • Spiral • Starter
Swiss IJJ • Tarot Affirmations • Tavaglione • Unicorn
Universal Waite • Vampire • Whimsical • Witches
Wonderland • Zolar’s Astrological

CARTOMANCY AND GAMES
Angel Meditation • Angel Power
Blessing Cards in a Bowl • Fantasy Fortunes
Gypsy Witch • Ouija® Oracle • Shaman Wisdom
Transformation Game • Wolf Song

BOOKS BY STUART R. KAPL AN
The Encyclopedia of Tarot, Volumes I, II, and III
Tarot Classic • Tarot Cards for Fun and Fortune Telling

U.S. GAMES SYSTEMS, INC.
179 Ludlow Street, Stamford, CT 06902 USA
Telephone 203-353-8400 • Order Desk 800-544-2637
FAX 203-353-8431 • www.usgamesinc.com

1

49

2

