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Introduction
I grew up in a small New England town
where 18th century houses stood against a
backdrop of thick, deciduous trees. I played
in those woods and never doubted that they
possessed supernatural energy. I believed in all
manner of spirits and saw faces in the trees and
“little people” hidden in the garden. I believed
that ghosts did in fact roam the streets of my
historic town.
A sensitive child, I picked up on energies
that were part of my surroundings and transcribed my “fantasies” onto paper. It brought
to physical life what my intuition already knew
about the spirit world.
Why are we fascinated with ghosts and
spirits? If they aren’t real, then why do they
persist in our consciousness? Ghost stories and
tales of the supernatural can be found around
the world and many cultures still propitiate
spirits as part of their belief system. The possibility that somehow our essence continues
even when our bodies do not is a compelling
idea.
Ghost lore has been the subject of fascination since ancient times. Our attitudes about
how we reconcile life and death, honor the
dead, and prepare for the afterlife are steeped
in tradition. There are cultures that convene
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with the spirit world as a means of assuring
abundance for the living. Many types of ghosts
appear in various guises throughout the world.
They may manifest during different phases of
transition between the land of the living and
the land of the dead.
Ghosts and Spirits Tarot includes ghosts
and spirits from legend and lore. Plucked
from many sources, they represent an array
of ethereal beings found around the world.
Some are "friendly" while others are downright terrifying; but all are part of an anthropological landscape and a relevant aspect of
our humanity.
The deck has the standard 22 majors and
56 minor cards. Each card is accompanied
by a brief synopsis along with divinatory
meaning and symbols. The descriptions are
brief summations based on research and my
own particular input. I have also included a
special bonus card for questions that require
deeper reflection. Let the ghosts and spirits
talk to you and help you dissolve the barriers
between conscious constraint and objective
inner reflection. Ghosts and spirits are often
messengers trying to tell us something and
it’s my hope that Ghosts and Spirits Tarot
provides a conduit for further communication
and understanding.
—Lisa Hunt
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Major Arcana
0 • The Fool (Leshy)

Leshy are wood spirits inhabiting the dark
forests of the Baltics. These shape-shifters
can assume many guises and range in temperament from malevolent to mischievous.
They are elusive and difficult to detect, but
can lead the unwary traveler astray with their
ability to mimic sounds. Entering a forest
can be analogous to entering the unknown
terrain of the unconscious. The tangle of
branches indicates the challenges that lay
ahead. The faces in the rocks illustrate the
gamut of emotion and life lessons that await
us. The dog is aware of the supernatural
presence and serves as an intuitive guide for
the carefree individual.
Divinatory meaning: Maintaining a sense
of adventure helps carry you through the challenges ahead. Preserve a child-like optimism as
you explore new paths, but bear in mind that
anything can happen along the way.

1 • The Magician (Psychopomp)

Psychopomps assist those transitioning
between death and afterlife and offer comfort
to both the living and the dead. The psychopomp helps to provide a bridge between the
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conscious and unconscious. In essence, the
merging of all layers of consciousness symbolizes wholeness and self-awareness. The spirals
indicate the transference of energy from one
form to another. They also reiterate the cyclical
nature of life and afterlife.
Divinatory Meaning: The human psyche
hosts limitless knowledge about the universe
and the omnipresent energies around us. You
can access messages beyond the veils of immediate recognition if you open up channels of
communication with the mysteries that lie just
beyond limited perception.

2 • The High Priestess (Enchantress—Sibyl)
The most famous oracle of Greek/ Roman
legend, the Sibyl of Cumae (Italy) guided
Aeneus through the land of the dead and
enabled him to return to the living. The
Sibyl interweaves the energies of past lives
and future events. She illuminates the scene
where dream-like specters mingle with relics
of the past. A pathway provides a passage to
clarity and higher understanding. The sparkles
indicate a divine presence.
Divinatory Meaning: Listen to your
inner voice and allow intuition to be your
compass as you continue along your path.
This is a card about accessing and utilizing
one’s inner wisdom.
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3 • The Empress (Guardian Spirit)

A guardian spirit is a benevolent presence
whose mission is one of protection and guidance.
The spirit sometimes provides prescient messages at birth, or later in life. These spirits could
appear as animals and are thought to protect
sacred objects and places. This guardian spirit is
a bird shape-shifter. Birds are often messengers
of the soul. The presence of the angelic aura
helps to instill a sense of hope and well-being.
Divinatory meaning: The nurturing power
of a mother figure can help you feel more
empowered and creative. By connecting with
our anima/feminine attributes, we can be more
open to all the possibilities before us.

4 • The Emperor (Dragon Ghost-Gods)

Ancient Hawaiians referred to Dragon
Ghost-Gods as mo-o. These mythical waterdwelling creatures were thought to possess
great powers and shape-shifting abilities. As
Dragon Ghost-Gods spread across the island
chain, sorcerers and priests provided offerings
to appease them. The dragon rises from a
magical pool. Its colors and patterns suggest a
connection with its environment and its ability
to shape-shift at will. The rich fertile scene is
a reminder to respect the environment and the
creatures that inhabit it.
Divinatory meaning: A powerful, influen6

tial figure may enter your life. As the animus,
he represents conscious reasoning, experience
and authority.

5 • The High Priest (Apparition)

Apparitions are usually ghosts of the dead
who manifest to convey a message. They typically appear through limited visual perception
and are often heard or sensed and not seen.
Some are deceased souls who briefly visit
friends and relatives while others may haunt
particular individuals or places. Some appearances initiate good luck while others augur
impending crises. This apparition appears in a
brief impulse of energy to deliver an important
message. The orbs of light surrounding him
represent souls traveling to higher planes of
consciousness. The open book symbolizes
knowledge, wisdom, and open-mindedness.
Divinatory meaning: A spirit messenger
may have important information to impart.
Use the opportunity to seek guidance and
advice before making any crucial decisions.

6 • The Lovers (Specter Bridegroom)

Specter bridegroom stories present a spectrum of emotions concerning relationships:
desire, betrayal, devotion, passion, loss, and
grief. When betrothed lovers are separated,
circumstances change and the dynamic shifts.
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Joyful reunions dissolve into tragedy as the
real identity of the lover-turned-ghost is discovered. On this card, water is like a mirror, a
truth seer. The illusions about the relationship
are swept away in a spectral trail.
Divinatory meaning: Love can rule our
emotions. Before forging a partnership or
nurturing an existing one, keep in mind that a
successful outcome is dependent on give and
take and a good balance of the anima/animus.
If the energy of one overwhelms the other, it
can result in a troubling situation.

7 • The Chariot (The Wild Hunt)

In the darkness of night, a terrifying howl
rips through a storm-laden sky. A savage
phantom army of hideous horses and wild dogs
hunt down the damned and carry bad omens
for those who dare to spy. Their ruthless display
knows no mercy as their unearthly wails foreshadow death. The volatile sky contrasts with
the placid, snow-covered valleys below. This signifies the polarities between life and death, light
and shadow, the conscious and unconscious.
Divinatory meaning: This is the time to
take action. Embrace challenges with an air of
calm control. You can determine your destiny
by recognizing the dark that lurks beyond the
horizon and take steps to assure a successful
journey through uncertainty.
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8 • Strength (Mummy/Ka)

Ancient Egyptians believed that each
person is born with a spiritual double that
lived detached from the body and served as
the life force. The deceased would join Ka for
eternity. Ka would wander at night in search of
a place to live and food to eat in the afterlife.
If Ka were neglected, it would return to haunt
the living. Therefore, Egyptians preserved
the body through mummification and left
offerings of food for sustenance. The mummy’s
chest is illuminated with a powerful glow,
representing the soul essence. The swirling
energy shows the dualistic nature between the
physical body and the eternal spirit.
Divinatory meaning: True strength
comes from your internal spirit. We all carry
a life force that gives us the will to survive
and thrive. Rather than capitulating to fear,
embrace your inner strength and courage.

9 • The Hermit (Dryads)

Dryads were ancient Greek nymphs that
dwelled in forests and lived in trees. Although
they were gentle woodland spirits, they were
fierce guardians of the environment. The
dryads are one with the trees and elements.
They participate in the mysteries of the forest
and feel connected to the organic matter that
is swirling with magical energy. The spirits in
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the trees mingle with dryads and exemplify the
sacred nature of the isolated forest.
Divinatory meaning: Seek out a sacred
space to relieve the mind of external noise. It is
important to unplug and release all the mental
debris that may be rendering you fatigued and
uninspired. Sometimes a time-out is just what
you may need!

10 • The Wheel of Fortune (Hungry Ghosts)

“Hungry Ghosts”, from the Hindu tradition, are condemned to wander the earth until
good karma is restored. Their punishment
reflects the sins incurred in order to rebalance
the karmic wheel. They resemble burnt skeletal
trees with descended bellies, and roam around
in a state of extreme hunger and thirst. Their
haggard limbs and shrunken skin exemplify
their inability to fill a void. The twisted trees
exaggerate the hungry ghosts' imbalanced
states. Convection circulates around them,
suggestive that change is in the air.
Divinatory meaning: It is important to
recognize the concept of action-reaction and
its cyclical effect. Anything can happen in
life, so be prepared for imminent change and
appreciate the gifts along the way.
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11 • Justice (Snow Ghost)

The Japanese Snow Ghost whirls through
snow gusts and appears to mortals as an ethereal spirit of the cold. Her icy touch could spell
death for the fatigued traveler. Holding two
spheres denoting balance, Snow Ghost emerges
from the unconscious in the form of one’s conscience. Her light of virtue and mellifluous flow
of drapery contrasts with the misdeeds that
often originate from a repressed shadow.
Divinatory meaning: Bad karma will
follow a bad conscience and rear its ugly head
when you least expect it. Always bear in mind
that your actions can have a rippling effect. Be
just and fair and think about the impact your
decisions will make on others.

12 • The Hanged Man (The Undead/Vampire)
The restless deceased rise and wander the
earth. The Vampire is a bloodthirsty creature
who seeks out mortals and drains their life
essence before retreating back to its earthly
tomb. In turn, the victims succumb to the
deadly bite, acquire immortality, and join the
cycle of insatiable blood lust. The Vampire is
ensnared in the branches of an old tree, caught
between the world of conscious thought and
the unconscious realm of shadows and dreams.
Divinatory meaning: Beware of circumstances that can lead to stagnation and feelings
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of futility. You may be at a crossroads or are
feeling stuck in a soul-sucking situation. Try
to discern what lurks beneath the surface of
complacency.

13 • Death (Grim Reaper)

Perhaps the most famous symbol of death
is the Grim Reaper, a portentous figure that
surfaced into cultural consciousness around the
time of the Black Plague. With its omnipresent scythe and insidious cloak, death lacked
identity, further adding to its sinister appearance. But the specter of death can help us
become more aware of how tenuous and sacred
life is. Death holds a scythe, symbolizing linear
time and an orb, symbolizing sacred time. The
setting sun indicates the end is drawing near.
Divinatory meaning: All things must
pass—change is an inherent part of cosmic
phenomenon. Death is not “the end”, but
represents the transference of energy from
one form to another. Death can also open up
pathways to fresh beginnings.

14 • Temperance (Swan Maiden)

Swan Maidens possessed the ability to
shape-shift into humans by shedding their
feathers. Mortal men seeking their affections
would confiscate their feathers and domesticate the captive maidens. But if her feather
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garments were discovered, she would change
back to a swan and rejoin her flock. The swan
maiden is partially in the water, symbolizing
the unconscious and her ties to her primal
instincts. Her hands reach for the stone and
the moss-covered embankment dividing the
stability of the earth and the flow of the water.
The Swan Maiden represents the reconciliation of both aspects of her being.
Divinatory meaning: Balance and harmony
will guide you between conscious deliberation
and the deeper waters of the unconscious. This is
a time to let go of the ego and submerge into the
waters of deeper insights and inner reflection.

15 Chains (Jacob Marley)

In A Christmas Carol, Jacob Marley was
Ebenezer Scrooge’s business partner and only
friend. On Christmas Eve, the anniversary
of Marley’s death, his ghost paid Scrooge an
unexpected visit. The ghost’s chains, cashboxes
and padlocks encumbered his spirit and served
as reminders of his material-driven life. Marley
comes to his parsimonious partner as a symbol
of this potential dreadful fate, telling him to
expect three spirit encounters. The ghost of Jacob
Marley hangs in limbo as the shadows of an
illusionary life keep his spirit in a state of stasis.
Divinatory meaning: You are harboring
obsessive desires that cannot fill an empty void.
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Instead, it is weighing you down with deep-seated
dissatisfaction. Open your eyes to the truth and
start recognizing what is truly important.

16 • T
 he Tower (The Fall of the House
of Usher)

In Edgar Allan Poe’s horror story a sympathetic friend visits Roderick Usher, who is
suffering from a mental disorder. Usher’s twin
sister Madeline wanders about in a trance-like
state. Usher tells his friend that she has died,
so together they place her in a vault. During
a violent storm a crash is heard below, and a
door flies open revealing the ghastly sight of
his bloody sister. She collapses on her panicstricken brother, who dies under the weight of
fear. The friend flees and watches as the house
crumbles into a heap. The house is a metaphor
for mental turmoil. Anguished faces can be seen
in the rocks, walls and sky, indicating that all is
not what it may seem. The sudden crash of the
structure destroys illusion and forces change.
Divinatory meaning: Disaster may be heading your way. You will be forced to confront the
sudden changes that will be thrust upon you.

17 • The Star (Cloud People/Shiwana)

The Pueblo Indians believed that everything was animated by a life force. It was
thought that the deceased joined the ethereal
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beings in their otherworldly domain up in
the sky. Ceremonial dances were performed
to invoke the spirits of the Cloud People, or
Shiwana, a group of supernatural spirits who
brought rains. The weather spirits respond to
the call for rain. Magical nimbi, reflecting their
radiance and carrying nourishing rains, accompany their journey through the sky. Souls can
be seen swirling around them, connecting
conscious desires with unconscious dreams.
Divinatory meaning: You feel a newfound
freedom as you coast through the unfamiliar
terrain without the constraints of fear and
resistance holding you back.

18 • T
 he Moon (Aeneus’ Journey to
the Underworld)

A prophetic dream sent Aeneus to the
underworld in search of his father. The journey
is filled with both hope and horror as he bears
witness to the suffering of the punished as well
as the blissful afterlife of the rewarded. He
eventually finds his dead father Anchises who
reveals Aeneus’ fate as founder of Rome. The
underworld is symbolic of the unconscious and
houses both our greatest dreams and biggest
fears. The underground passage displays faces
of both tortured souls and enlightened beings.
We must decipher the messages that will assist
us on our journeys.
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Divinatory Meaning: You are now exploring a path populated by the mysterious. Allow
intuition to be your guide as you confront the
shadows within your own psyche.

19 • The Sun (Grateful Dead)

In tales of the “Grateful Dead”, the
good-hearted hero pays a dead man’s debt
and then befriends a stranger on his journey.
After bringing a pattern of good fortune, the
stranger discloses his true identity as the dead
man the hero had kindly helped. Everything
has come together in a confluence of joyful
exuberance. The circle of positivism exemplifies the return of good karma. All the elements
embrace the energy of the sun and ensure that
life continues.
Divinatory Meaning: Abundance and joy are
all encompassing as hard work and kind acts are
rewarded. It’s important to remember that small
joys can culminate into true happiness.

20 • Judgment (Judgment of the Dead)

In Ancient Egypt, the souls of the newly
deceased were led to the Hall of Two Truths.
There, the heart was weighed against the
feather of Maat, representing truth and virtue.
If the feather wasn’t heavier than the heart, the
individual was granted passage to the throne
of Osiris and onto the Field of Reeds. If the
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scale tipped in the feather’s favor, the beastly
creature Ammut devoured the heart. The scale
is symbolic of judgment. The centered figure
stands in a position of evaluation. It is a time
of venturing into the deeper stratosphere of
the psyche, where the truth can be seen.
Divinatory Meaning: This card suggests a
portal to higher consciousness and awareness.
There are consequences for our actions, so take
care to listen to your inner voice and follow
your heart when confronting decisions that
will have a lasting impact.

21 • The World (La Danse Macabre)

La Danse Macabre or “Dance of Dead” is an
allegory of death as the great equalizer, reminding people that death does not play favorites.
It is what brings humanity together regardless
of status and creed. The dead awaken from an
entanglement of unconscious chaos and rise
into the light of epiphany. The birds represent
the flight of the spirit into higher planes of consciousness. Their silhouetted presence merges
shadow and light, delivering a collective sense of
renewal and wholeness.
Divinatory Meaning: You have integrated
many facets of your being and can now see
the light within the shadows. You can look
forward to new opportunities and freedoms
that accompany greater self-awareness.
17

Wands
King of Wands (Herne the Hunter)

Herne the Hunter, who appears in Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor, was an
imposing ghostly figure on a phantom steed.
Legend described Herne as a beloved huntsman who was in the service of Richard the II.
After sustaining a mortal injury, he was saved
by a wizard who tied sacred antlers to his head.
But betrayal led to disgrace, prompting Herne
to hang himself. Herne stands confident and
strong like the trees and blends magically into
their organic matter. The trees are symbolic
of the three levels of the psyche. Sensing the
presence of spirits may be an indication that
one is dissolving the barriers of rational thinking and allowing innate sensory to influence
perception.
Divinatory Meaning: Someone in the position of authority may offer advice. You may
need to assume a leadership role and be willing
to take risks to make things happen.

Queen of Wands (White Ladies)

These lovely, diaphanous ghosts dance near
moonlit ravines, bridges, and other narrow
passageways. If the passer-by acted kindly, he
would be treated well, but if he was rude, he
risked punishment. White Ladies could be
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helpful to travelers, women in childbirth, and
miners. The transparency of the dress suggests a
deeper connection with the non-material world.
The presence of all the elements: water, earth,
air and fire, indicates the limitless possibilities.
Divinatory Meaning: Be open to the female
influences in your midst. Social opportunities
may present themselves to you.

Knight of Wands (Hiku)

Hiku was a Hawaiian hero/demigod who
traveled to the land of the dead to bring back
his wife, Kawela. Hiku canoed to the edge of
the sea, where he was lowered into an abyss
on a vine-rope. The eyes of curious spirits
watched as his wife’s spirit joined him for a
delightful swing. When Hiku signaled his
friends to pull the vine-rope back up, his wife
attempted to escape by transforming into a
butterfly, but Hiku quickly captured her and
carried her to the surface. When the butterfly united with the corpse, spirit and body
merged, and Kawela returned to consciousness. The edge of the ocean surface represents
restrictive thinking. The lowering into the
abyss parallels creative thought processes that
are exploring deeper waters of the unconscious.
Divinatory Meaning: Be prepared for some
adventure ahead. You may receive news of
an upcoming trip, a change of venue, or an
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opportunity to exercise your creative potential
in unexpected ways.

Page of Wands (Acheri)

In Native American tradition, the ghost
of a girl known as Acheri descended from
the mountains and carried death to the valley
below. Her portentous visits were accompanied
by uncanny singing that carried the breath
of disease. To protect children against the
devastating effects of Acheri’s unwelcome calls,
red thread was tied around their necks. Acheri
stands between life and death. She wanders
the barren land for victims and leaves a trail of
skulls behind. The man is aware of her presence and stands behind the safety of a fence.
Divinatory Meaning: Listen closely to
important messages that may come down the
pike. Communications from the spirit realm
may require a creative, decisive response.

Ace of Wands (Will o’ the Wisp)

Also referred to as “fool’s fire,” these anomalous flickers usually appear after sundown over
remote marshy areas. Hapless travelers lured
into the bog would soon discover that the
flickering was not tangible, but mere illusions
permeating from the gaseous marshlands. The
forest is alive with boisterous spirits, whose
energy illuminates dark passages and provides
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clarity. The lights and orbs are representative of
a higher spirit at work. The water is a reflection
of the deep reservoirs of the mind, populated
with flickers of wisdom and creative insight.
Divinatory Meaning: You may “see the
light” that serves as a harbinger for change.

Two of Wands (Doppelgänger)

Doppelgänger translates literally from the
German to mean “double walker.” As one’s
double, the appearance of this ghostly twin can
presage ill tidings or death. It casts no shadow
and bears no reflection in the mirror or water,
lending to its ominous presence. A doppelgänger
often means the existence of an evil twin or the
emergence of one’s dark side or inner shadow.
The girl’s red hair symbolizes fiery ambition.
She can either embrace those qualities that
enable her to be focused and energized, or
she can succumb to self-imposed fears as
represented by her colorless counterpart.
Divinatory meaning: Don’t be your own
worst enemy. Make your dreams come true!

Three of Wands (Fair Brow)

In this Italian fairy tale, a young man
named Fair Brow paid the debts of a dead
man to assure a proper burial. He married a
beautiful maiden who happened to be a sultan’s
daughter, but sadly, she was abducted. An old
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man took him fishing and they agreed to share
everything. One day, a storm swept them to a
distant shore where they were captured. The
sultan’s daughter recognized her husband and
arranged for them to sail off together with a
ship full of riches. Fair Brow returned to share
the riches with the old man, who requested
half of Fair Brow’s wife too. Fair Brow offered
him all the riches instead. Grateful for the
generous offer, the old man revealed his true
identity as the dead man who Fair Brow had
helped. The shaking of hands symbolizes unity
and cooperation. The birds circle in formation, signifying cooperation between the spirit
world and the physical realm. A treasure chest
filled with riches symbolizes karmic reward.
Divinatory meaning: Communication
and cooperation with others may lead to new
enterprises. This can be a very productive time
if you open yourself to new ideas.

Four of Wands (Shellycoat)

Although innocuous, the mischievous
water spirit enjoyed playing pranks on
unsuspecting travelers. In one Scottish tale,
Shellycoat cried out “Lost, lost” in such a
doleful tone, that two men near a riverbank
thought someone was drowning. After an
exhaustive search the men realized they had
been duped. Just then Shellycoat rattled his
22

coat of shells and mirthfully retreated back to
his pool. The jumping figure indicates a lightness of being. He skips across the moving
waters in pursuit of new adventure. The three
stones also symbolize past, present and future.
The sparkles of energy exemplify rejuvenation
and the return of creative inspiration.
Divinatory meaning: It’s time to relax and
enjoy your accomplishments. Do something
silly and spontaneous and let go of accumulated stresses. You need to refuel your spirit
before heading back to work.

Five of Wands (The Ghost of Oiwa)

There was a man named Lemon whose
lust for another drove him to poison his wife
Oiwa, who had had just given birth to their
son. After her death, Lemon returned to his
selfish desires and intended to marry his
paramour. But the vengeful spirit of Oiwa
followed him everywhere and soon appeared
on the face of his new bride. Lemon
impulsively took his sword and beheaded
the ghoulish figure before realizing his grave
mistake. There lie the head of his new bride,
and not that of the Ghost of Oiwa.
Though this is a Wands card, the sword
that Lemon is holding is the instrument
of tragedy. He’s on his knees, defeated as
he looks to his shadow, symbolic of the
23

unrestrained ego and the consequences of his
actions. Oiwa’s large head represents a problem
that did not go away, but in fact became bigger.
Divinatory meaning: An unexpected
obstacle will blind your judgment and leave
you disoriented and confused. Relationship
problems may be on the horizon. Prepare for
struggle and regret.

Six of Wands (Valhalla)

Fallen Viking heroes were retrieved from
battlefields and carried by Valkyries to the
great halls of Valhalla for glorious combat
and feasts. The warriors were served by the
luminous Valkyries, who listened to their
heroic tales. The halls are brilliantly lit and
represent light, virtue, and victory. The spirits
usher the heroes towards a door that will lead
them to new heights of awareness and further
opportunities for expansion. Now is the time
to bask in your achievements.
Divinatory meaning: A triumphant period
follows good news. You will be rewarded for
your hard work, courage, and determination.

Seven of Wands (The Ghost of Samuel)

In the First Book of Samuel, Saul, the first
King of Israel, disguised himself and sought
the help from the Medium of Endor, to call
up the ghost of Samuel from his grave. The
24

ghost emerged and angrily demanded to
know why he was disturbed. Saul, who had
been ignored by God and the prophets due to
his disobedience, then beseeched the prophet
for guidance. But instead of offering help,
Samuel reproached Saul for disobeying God
and presaged the defeat of his army at the
hands of the Philistines. Samuel’s dominating
posture reflects defiance. He glowers at Saul,
who is surrounded by swirls of chaos. Faces of
tormented souls are reminders of the sadness
of war. All is ablaze in heated contention.
Divinatory meaning: It is time to stand up
for what you believe in. Do not flinch in the
presence of adversity, rather focus on what you
need to do to prevail and preserve what is right.

Eight of Wands (Battlefield Ghosts)

Ghosts have been spotted on old battlefields
all over the world. Some attribute this paranormal phenomenon to the violent, traumatic
nature of the deaths and the inability of
victims to completely transfer from the physical realm. Such concentration of violent energy
may also leave imprints that linger and become
fixed in our collective unconscious, accounting for visual impressions experienced by the
living who visit these haunted sites. Lightening illuminates the battlefield, revealing what
has been hiding in the shadows. The skeletons
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of ghosts continue to march on between the
world of the material and the ethereal atmosphere of spirit, represented by fog.
Divinatory meaning: A rapid response will
set things into swift motion. Before charging
forth, make sure you approach your efforts with
methodical, focused intent. Don’t let shadows of
the past prevent you from moving forward.

Nine of Wands (Story of Glam)

A cantankerous shepherd named Glam
perished at the hands of unknown evil. His
bloated corpse disappeared and then transformed into a vampire walker who haunted the
farms. Grettir, a hero of great repute bravely
fought Glam, but Glam’s impenetrable gaze
cursed Grettir with eternal loneliness and fear.
Grettir managed to cut off Glam’s head, but
the lingering effects reduced the once strapping hero into a frightened man who withered
in the cold darkness.
The moving debris that circulates around
the scene exemplifies the multiple energies.
The wands point to the battle, projecting
their energy with full force and reflecting the
tactical strength exhibited by the hero. The
hero makes the final push, symbolic of inner
resources and sheer will to complete his task.
Divinatory Meaning: You may need to
push harder to complete your goals. By turn26

ing to your inner resources, you can muster
up the strength of will needed to press on and
assure success.

Ten of Wands (Zombies)

Zombies are reanimated corpses, or corporal
“undead” that become ambulatory and stumble
through mortal terrain without consciousness
or free will. It was thought that they could
only be stopped through the intake of salt
or by being changed into an animal before
slaughter. They’re often described as ravenous,
catatonic creatures with carnal appetites. Popular fictional depictions often mirror current
social dynamics such as the loss of individuality. The excessive floodwaters and rain
represent oppression. They weigh down the
figures with their heavy properties. The energy
of the wands is extinguished as they struggle to
remain above water. The tangled garments are
indicative of the need to tie up loose ends.
Divinatory Meaning: You are treading
your feet through an endless pool of burdens.
Your goals are muddled under the weight of
unfinished business and mental overload. You
need to let some things go to lighten your load.
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Swords
King of Swords (Headless Horseman)

The Headless Horseman was thought to
have been a Hessian soldier decapitated by
a cannonball. Using his own severed head as
the lethal instrument, the headless horseman
struck a hapless schoolteacher named Ichabod
with a mortal blow to the cranium. Ichabod’s
horse was found, but the body of the schoolteacher was never recovered. The Headless
Horseman crosses the threshold from vaporous
illusion to physical predator. The markings
on his gray steed suggest that evil can reveal
itself at every turn. This spirit is a reminder
that mental agility is paramount as you expose
yourself to new ventures. Don't lose yourself
in daydreams but stay focused on the reality of
the potential perils ahead.
Divinatory Meaning: A powerful masculine
presence may cross your path and shake you
out of complacency. Beyond the veneer of cold
control may be someone who can offer necessary clarity and insight. Use your head!

Queen of Swords (Banshee)

Banshee is a spirit of Celtic lore whose cries
foreshadow death. She often warns family members of the sadness ahead with her
28

penetrating wails. She would appear as either
a beautiful maiden or an ugly old hag. The
Banshee is one with the elements and like the
thunder that warns us of inclement weather
ahead, the Banshee’s cry is a harbinger of the
changes to come. She is the messenger of truth
and helps others prepare for the inevitable.
Divinatory Meaning: A strong female
influence may provide a needed wake up call.
She is an effective communicator who will
deliver the truth.

Knight of Swords (Ekimmu)

In Ancient Babylonia, Ekimmu was a
malignant vampire-ghost who wandered
the earth seeking human flesh. When newly
deceased were not given a proper burial or
suffered a traumatic death, Ekimmu would
appear to spread pestilence and disease. The
Ekimmu was perhaps the first known vampire/
ghost myth ever recorded. Its wails, similar to
the Banshee's, could presage death. The winds
are blowing with forceful intent. The ghost’s
haggard appearance and its inability to fully
materialize are emblems of its tragic demise. It
merges with the elements suggesting creativity
and perseverance.
Divinatory Meaning: You may want to
share ideas, but be careful not to force yourself
on others.
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Page of Swords (Black Dogs)

Beware the black dogs on lonely roads, as
they can spell imminent doom for those who
cross their path. Large feral beasts with glowing
red eyes, black dogs tend to make appearances
along vacant passages and points of transition.
Some are benevolent and even helpful, but
others instill paralyzing fear with their frightful
appearance. The sword obstructs the narrow pass
at the point of directional change, yet its energetic emissions suggest it could be an illusion.
Roots and mischievous spirits serve as reminders
of the unpredictable nature of the road ahead.
Divinatory Meaning: Look closely at the
path you are on and scrutinize opportunities
that seem too good to be true. Prepare for possible trouble around the next bend.

Ace of Swords (Poltergeist)

A “noisy ghost” causes disturbances by
flinging and displacing objects. Poltergeists
were invisible, but were experienced as an
unseen force. Mischievous spirits date back to
the Romans and continued to mystify people
throughout the ages. Later, it was thought that
poltergeists were actually spawned from the
living through a process called psychokinesis;
moving objects with the mind. The flying debris
is the shadow manifesting itself in destructive
ways. The sparkles of energy represent displaced
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energy. The mundane objects symbolize how
the unconscious can affect real-time events.
Divinatory Meaning: This is the beginning
of a cycle of intense activity. Focus on what you
need to do to manifest your energy in creative,
productive ways.

Two of Swords (Ghost of Banquo)

In Shakespeare’s play Macbeth, Banquo and
Macbeth were heroes and friends who helped
defend King Duncan’s army. But the prophecy of
three witches led Macbeth to murder King Duncan and Banquo. Banquo’s ghost takes Macbeth’s
seat at the coronation banquet, unseen by all but
Macbeth. His subjects watch Macbeth’s horrified
reaction to the empty chair and assume he’s gone
mad. Two swords mirror the tangled energy of
the displaced ghost. Cold tears spill from vacant
eyes as the refracted imagery of countless amorphous spirits crowd together in a frozen stream
of a polluted conscience.
Divinatory Meaning: You may be at an
impasse, unable to break the stalemate that is
paralyzing you.

Three of Swords (The Phantom Rickshaw
—Mrs. Wessington’s ghost)

Jack Pansay had a brief romance with a Mrs.
Agnes Wessington, but as passions waned, he
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grew tired of her and fell in love with another.
Despite the rejection, Mrs. Wessington
continued to hound him until she died. Mrs.
Wessington’s ghost appeared to him from
the seat of her rickshaw still asserting that it
was a “hideous mistake”. She was invisible to
everyone but Jack, who had now fallen into
fits of hysterics. His doctor was baffled and
his new love took flight due to Jack’s perceived
madness. He then lay on his deathbed, ravaged
by loss and tortured by the thoughts of the
ghost waiting for him.
The image is drained of color, reflecting the
moribund sentiments of the broken heart. The
three swords are angled, suggesting tension and
pain. The kerchief symbolizes broken promises.
Divinatory meaning: Look out for signs
of trouble and prepare yourself for heartache
and rejection. You may experience separation
anxiety and a sense of isolation.

Four of Swords (Kuei)

Kuei are Chinese demon-ghosts who had
been denied entry into the spirit realm for
a variety of reasons. They wander aimlessly
wreaking havoc, spreading misfortune, and
instilling fear among the living. Offerings
were made and protective measures were taken
to ward off these evil spirits and to ensure
peace in the land of mortals. The ghost is
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inconspicuous within the camouflage of its
frosty surroundings. Its wraith-like appearance
symbolizes the quiet energy that has permeated the physical plane. The snow-dusted trees
reflect the stillness between stormy activities.
But just beneath the surface, illuminated
swords can be discerned, a reminder that stasis
is temporary.
Divinatory Meaning: A period of rest and
recovery will follow a turbulent period.

Five of Swords (Erlköenig)

In Goethe’s tragic poem, the Erlköenig is the
personification of death. He appears to a sick
child while riding horseback with his father,
who tries to reassure his child that it is just the
natural elements playing tricks on him. The
child continues to relay his fantasies until he
finally cries out "My father, my father, he seizes
me fast, for sorely the Erlköenig has hurt me
at last". The alarmed father clutches his shuddering child and rushes home. But when they
arrive, the child is dead. The rough ride reflects
desperation. Spirits are all around, witnesses to
the tragedy unfolding. The ground is crumbling
beneath the charge, depicting a loss of control.
Divinatory Meaning: Life can be unfair. The
cruel cold hand of a backstabber may render you
disillusioned and defeated. If you are the one
who dishes it out, prepare for a backlash.
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Six of Swords (Gilgamesh and Enkidu)

After the devastating loss of his friend
Enkidu, Gilgamesh, the Babylonian demigod hero became obsessed with death and
embarked on a quest for everlasting life.
After failing to change the terms of his own
mortality, he summoned the Ghost of Enkidu
who was able to emerge through a hole in
the earth to embrace his friend once again.
But when Gilgamesh inquired about life
after death, Enkidu revealed the truth about
the underworld; where many were subject
to miserable conditions. The figure rising
from the ground represents material that is
surfacing from the unconscious. The spirits
in the background represent long neglected
memories. The extended hand is reaching out
for a lost friend.
Divinatory Meaning: You may need to take
a step back and reflect on your journey. Try to
review a situation with objectivity before moving forward. Travel may be part of this.

Seven of Swords (Duppy)

According to Jamaican folklore, an individual possessed two souls; one destined for
the heavens, the other earth-bound, often
manifesting as shadows. When a person dies,
the good spirit flies to the heavens to receive
judgment, while the earth spirit remains in
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the body as the Duppy. It sometimes emerges
from the grave to haunt people. The Duppy
breaks through the earth, symbolic of the
unconscious. The stormy sky suggests a
potential confrontation. Spirits are silhouetted in the background, shadows of former
lives. The rocks are scattered, disparate
emblems of lost souls.
Divinatory Meaning: An enemy may
require you to think fast on your feet. Use your
intuition and try to avoid unsavory situations.

Eight of Swords (The Flying Dutchman)

Legend has it that a Dutch captain named
Vanderdecker was unrelenting on his quest to
navigate the rough waters around the Cape
of Good Hope, despite protests from the
crew and warnings from a ghostly figure who
appeared on deck. The vessel was transformed
into a phantom of the unforgiving seas,
cursed to sail for an eternity without rest. The
Flying Dutchman appears indifferent to the
surrounding chaos. The ghosts and skeletons
are trapped by the futility of the situation.
The immovable swords symbolize restrictive
thinking.
Divinatory Meaning: You feel a loss of
control in a difficult situation. This card is a
reminder to listen to what others have to say.
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Nine of Swords (La Llorona)

In the “weeping woman” Mexican ghost
tale, La Llorona was once a happy woman
who had won the affections of a wealthy man
and had a family with him. But when he
abandoned her for another, she fell into a fit
of madness and drowned her own children.
Having realized her terrible mistake, her
inconsolable grief leads her to the riverbanks
where she died. Her mournful spirit continues
to cry for her lost children. Some fear that
she is capable of drowning those who wander
too close to riverbanks. The swords surrounding La Llorona are symbols of lingering pain
and grief. The frenetic designs of her drab
dress symbolize the fragmented soul. Like the
water-saturated garments, you feel weighed
down by a heavy heart.
Divinatory Meaning: You’re absorbing the
despair that is lingering in a stagnant pool of
hopelessness.

Ten of Swords (Ghoul)

According to Arabic folklore, ravenous
djinn lurked in lonely deserts and graveyards
to feed on humans. Its cannibalistic nature
made it a feared vampire-like spirit that sought
victims and made travel through the desert a
risky affair. Ghouls were adept shapeshifters
and could take on the form of animals. Ghouls
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also devoured children proving that its evilness
knew no bounds.
There’s no place to hide. The swords are
everywhere, reflecting the many ways darkness
can descend on you. The skulls and bones are
remnants of past mistakes lingering in the
dust. Spirits on the horizon beckon you to liberate yourself from the situation and move on.
Divinatory Meaning: Disaster is imminent.
There is nothing you can do but to get past the
darkness and regroup.
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Cups
King of Cups (Ghost of Hamlet)

In Shakespeare’s play, the ghost of King
Hamlet foreshadowed further tragedy as the
truth of his murder was revealed. During one
manifestation, he disclosed the skullduggery of his ruthless brother Claudius and
instructed his son to avenge his death. But he
also warned him not to censure his mother
Gertrude who had impulsively and naively
married the blackguard. Instead, he instructed
Hamlet to leave her punishment to God.
Hamlet calmly holds his hands together,
symbolizing compassion. The bluish cast
connotes peace and equilibrium. The jagged
cracks in the floor reveal deceit, but the
ghost’s light ensures justice.
Divinatory Meaning: A fatherly figure
provides some insight into feelings you may be
harboring, perhaps a sign of a guilty conscience.
He reminds you to exercise compassion.

Queen of Cups (Groa: Mother of Svipdag)
The Norse hero Svipdag summons his
dead mother Groa from the underworld,
desperate for her wise counsel. He tells
her he must go through giants and fire to
retrieve the fair maiden Mengloth; a trial
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put forth by his malevolent stepmother.
Groa agreed to help and chants nine charms,
each providing protection from the dangers
ahead. With the assistance of his dead
mother, Svipdag prevails and wins Mengloth
as his bride. Groa levitates with the full glow
of maternal power. Her cup is oversized and
close to her heart, symbolic of her copious
love and maternal devotion.
Divinatory Meaning: A loving, protective female presence will help you to connect
with your intuitive feelings. She may also
assist you in eliminating obstacles that may
be hampering you.

Knight of Cups (Undine)

Undine was a changeling, born from the
sea as a water-sylph, but raised by mortals, she
grew into an ethereal beauty. Born without a
soul, the only way she could obtain one was by
marrying a mortal. A knight named Huldbrand fell under Undine’s spell and took her
to be his wife, but he did not remain faithful.
A heartbroken Undine slipped back into her
watery fairy world. On the day Huldbrand
was to marry his new love, he looked down
into a well and saw the mesmerizing Undine.
She rose up, took him in her arms and receded
back into the waters with his soul, leaving the
shell of his body on land.
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The swirl of energy represents unmitigated
desires and influences of the unconscious.
Undine holds Huldbrand’s hand to her heart,
fully revealing her affinity for human emotions. The fish and lilies bridge the connection
between the earthly plane and the water of the
subconscious.
Divinatory meaning: Love is in the air. Be
open to the messages and/or proposals that
may come your way. You may want to explore
deeper emotions, but take care to not be
blinded by infatuation.

Page of Cups (Encantado — Dolphin
Shapeshifters)

Shapeshifters are supernatural animal
spirits possessing the ability to transform
into humans. In Brazilian legend, Encantados
or “Enchanted Ones”, included Falange De
Botos (phalanx of dolphin) that swim in the
Amazon River and are thought to inhabit
a utopian underworld. Encantados were
powerful creatures that could wreak havoc in
and out of the water. At night, they would
sometimes swim to the surface, change into
handsome men and seduce young women.
They could also be protective, healing
spirits, if properly respected. The montage
of forms represents potential deceit. The
turbulent water indicates both risks and
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inspiration. It’s up to you to know when it’s
safe to explore them.
Divinatory Meaning: A romantic situation
may surface, but be aware of the risks involved.
Be open to gifts but make sure there are no
strings attached.

Ace of Cups (Giselle)

The ballet Giselle is a tale of love, heartbreak,
and the power of forgiveness. The peasant
girl Giselle was wooed by a nobleman named
Albrecht, disguised as a commoner. When
Giselle discovered that he was engaged to a
duke’s daughter she spiraled into madness and
died of grief. She joined the sorority of female
ghosts called Wilis, who, having suffered similar
fates, condemn men to dance to their deaths.
Giselle saved a remorseful Albrecht from this
fatal punishment, though he was sentenced to
dance all night. With Giselle’s help, he survived
the ordeal until dawn summoned the Wilis
back to their graves. Before retreating with her
ghostly sisters, Giselle forgave Albrecht and the
two proclaimed eternal love. The ghost and her
lover tried to touch one another—a gesture of
love that transcends the material. Giselle holds a
red rose within her ghostly grasp—symbolizing
her everlasting love.
Divinatory Meaning: Love energy will
direct your desires.
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Two of Cups (Isabella and the Pot of Basil)
John Keats’ poem tells the tragic tale of
a young woman’s impossible relationship
with a servant. Her brothers, who wanted
their sister to marry someone of high breed,
discovered her secret and murdered her
lover. They buried him in the forest and told
their waiting sister that he had sailed away.
His ghost appeared to her and exposed the
truth of his murder. Mad with grief, Isabella
found the body, cut off his head and buried
it in a pot with basil. She tended to it with
impassioned fervor and nourished it with
endless tears. Upon discovering its contents
the brothers absconded with the evidence
leaving Isabella to mourn the loss of the Pot
of Basil and all the love that it symbolized.
Isabella pours water into the pot, symbol of
nurturance. The robust basil represents the
enduring love despite sad circumstances.
Divinatory Meaning: Love can hurt but
it is also a powerful force in one’s life. Love
requires give and take—the emotions of one
feeding the other.

Three of Cups (Asparas & Gandharvas)

Asparas and Gandharvas are Hindu spirits
who embodied beauty, the musical arts, and natural phenomenon. The Asparas were nymphs
associated with the sky, water, and forests.
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They performed sumptuous dances while their
Gandharvas lovers played their instruments for
the gods. The Asparas and Gandharvas possessed powers of healing, truth, and fecundity.
The warmth of golden hues commingles with
blue; fire and water are joined in a harmonious
display of beauty and rhythm. The interplay of
emotion is made apparent through eye contact,
windows of the soul. The flowing drapery
signals that it is time to go with the flow and
embrace nurturing love and friendships.
Divinatory Meaning: This card encompasses
harmony and abundance. Creativity emerges as
you embrace the energy around you.

Four of Cups (Davy Jones' Locker)

Davy Jones' Locker was the dreaded watery
grave of sailors who perished at sea. With cruel
indifference, the spirit of the deep dragged
sailors down to the bottom of the sea where
poor souls were doomed to join the casualties
held in “Davy Jones’s Locker”. The lifeless sailors sink in the stagnant waters of uncertainty.
Cool colors depict the spirits of the cold void.
They mourn their entrapment, unable to free
themselves from their watery graves.
Divinatory Meaning: It is important to
make sure we do not give into the impulses
of complacency. Seek out stimulation and rise
above the waters of indifference.
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Five of Cups (Liba and Guntram)

In the Legend of Falkenberg, the beautiful
young Liba is engaged to a handsome knight
named Guntram. Forced to leave town on
business, Guntram promised to return to wed
his beloved Liba. On the way home he got
lost and took shelter in a castle where he was
seduced into a betrothal by the castle owner’s
daughter. After she had slipped a ring on his
finger she revealed her true form as a corpse!
Guntram galloped back to his Liba hoping
that their wedding would break the curse.
It was not to be. At the altar, Guntram fell
gasping as the ghost materialized in full bridal
regalia. But before succumbing to his terrible
fate, Guntram married his true love Liba,
embracing her as he lay dying.
The corpse’s icy stare is void of emotion.
The mists of her garment attach her to the
underworld and ensnare Guntram’s soul in her
deathly grasp.
Divinatory Meaning: Be careful not to get
entangled in situations that you will regret
later. If you do fall victim to folly, find a way to
get back on track.

Six of Cups (Revenants)

Revenants were usually restless ghosts who
return to the land of the living to tie up loose
ends. Some could assume mortal qualities;
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some could revisit the land of the living as
ghost animals or apparitions. These ghosts
seek assistance to complete their mission
among the living in order to find closure and
a peaceful exit to the land of the dead. The
ghost breezes through the halls leaving a
stream of energy in her wake. Her red roses
are a reminder that the ghost’s energy is
still present despite her physical passing. Ivy
grows on the windowsill, symbolizing lingering memories. The full moon is connected to
resurrection and supernatural events. Faces
seen imbedded in the rocks are snapshots of
past lives.
Divinatory Meaning: It’s okay to reflect on
the past and reconnect with old friends, but
don’t dwell on what was. Rather, cherish the
memories and celebrate what is.

Seven of Cups (Eldorado)

The poem by Edgar Allan Poe portrays
a gallant knight entering his twilight while
still searching for the elusive Eldorado—a
legendary golden city. A specter directs
the old, weakening man down towards the
Valley of the Shadow “Ride, boldly ride.”
The illusion of finding wealth has become a
metaphor of death. The hunched figure is an
indication that the road has come to an end.
The abandoned helmet symbolizes ideas that
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do not materialize. The precipice is an earthly
reality, which begins to crumble and fall into
the endless depths below. The descending
cups reflect delusional thinking and the spirits
carry broken dreams.
Divinatory Meaning: You’ve been drifting
along in search of some elusive Shangri-la.
Instead of following a practical, substantial
path, you’re driven by a pipe dream that is built
on illusion.

Eight of Cups (Der Schimmelreiter)

A dyke builder named Hauke Haien
built his masterwork, but refused to follow a
time-honored tradition of sacrificing a living
creature by burying it alive in the dike. This
resulted in great resentment among superstitious villagers. During a severe storm flood,
Hauke received orders to watch certain points
of weakness. As parts of the dyke gave way
due to a breach, Hauke watched in horror as
his family was swept into the raging waters.
Hauke plunged into the rolling abyss on
his horse. No remains were ever found, but
Hauke’s ghost and his spectral horse appeared
during storms to check the structural integrity
of his dyke. Spirits of the dead can be seen in
the waves—drifters in the watery tomb. There
is no stopping the continuous tide of destruction; nature has the last say.
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Divinatory Meaning: You’re treading water
and need to move on. Break away from entrapment and allow yourself to be free.

Nine of Cups (The North Wind)

“On the Back of the Northwind” tells the
story of a supernatural spirit who befriends
a boy named Diamond. Together they flew
to a faraway, idyllic place that was metaphorical of heaven. Diamond had many
adventures and learned valuable lessons
during his travels with the beautiful Northwind. The boy happily embraced the spirit
one last time and then was found dead with
a smile of contentment on his face. The
boy rides through a bright night sky filled
with orbs and stars, emblems of the divine.
The magical energy that circulates around
symbolizes peace and wonderment. Flying
through the sky reflects heightened awareness, and a journey of the spirit.
Divinatory Meaning: Wishes do come true!
You are flying high after overcoming obstacles
that had prevented you from truly soaring.

Ten of Cups (Day of the Dead)

People around the world engage in jubilant
ceremony to honor dead ancestors. The timehonored traditions unify the living and dead
through merriment, feasts, dances, rituals
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and parties. In Mexico, altars are made and
adorned with decorative skulls and children
joyfully consume candied bones, skulls and
other emblems of death. There are many other
names for similar events including Samhain,
All Hallows’ Eve, and Halloween. The cups
glow with luminous life and reflect the happiness that presides over the celebratory scene.
The three skeletons look in three different
directions: past, present and future and are
reminders of the life cycle.
Divinatory Meaning: Joy and happiness
rain down on the scene. The love of family and
friends envelops your being as you celebrate
the joys of life and honor those who have been
part of your journey.
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Pentacles
King of Pentacles (Ankou)

The squeaky wheels of Ankou’s horse-drawn
death cart sparked fear in the hearts of the living.
Wearing a black cloak, the appearance of the tall
skeletal figure meant certain death. Like other
psychopomps, Ankou took souls from the world
of the living and carted them to the Land of the
Dead. Entwined in the roots of the unconscious,
Ankou is always there to remind us that all
things are temporary and must eventually expire.
Within the roots are the mysteries of the collective past, which hold the key to understanding
our brief time on the mortal plane.
Divinatory Meaning: Someone may enter
your life who can offer you comfort and stability as you experience a possible transition.

Queen of Pentacles (Cailleach Bheur)

In Scottish traditions, Cailleach Bheur was
a winter spirit capable of summoning destructive storms. With her staff, she beat down
vegetation and suppressed the soil with an icy
grip. But the arrival of spring diminished her
strength and forced her annual retreat into
a grey stone. Despite her cold temperament,
Cailleach Bheur was an important part of the
seasonal cycles; forcing the land to go fallow
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and rest before the return of lush greenery.
The golden/earthy hues impart a feeling
of warmth despite the snow. The spirit’s
elderly appearance displays her wisdom and
experience. The three withered sunflowers
exemplify the necessity of cyclical changes:
birth, death and rebirth.
Divinatory Meaning: With a pragmatic
mindset, prosperity will reveal itself in a
multitude of ways. Seek the advice of someone
who is a good money manager. Make plans for
the future.

Knight of Pentacles (Moss Maidens)

As supreme spinners, Moss Maidens covered the trees and roots with their fine craftwork and adorned the forest floors with golden
leaves. Their delicate forms were covered with
moss and resembled the organic matter of their
surroundings. Though they could be helpful
healers they could be vengeful towards those
who disrespected their habitat. Moss covers
the roots of the embankment, symbolic of protection, healing, and intimacy with nature. The
maiden is fiercely protective and will do what
she must to safeguard the environment.
Divinatory meaning: Trust your instincts
to do the right thing regardless of potential
setbacks. Be loyal and dependable and remain
steadfast in the face of adversity.
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Page of Pentacles (Jack Frost)

With his magical touch, Jack Frost can
transform bleak, grey landscapes into sparkling, crystal-covered scenery. He leaves his
trademark on windows, etching his intricate
designs in the glass. This solitary creature
remains unseen, but nips at the ears and noses
of children to warn them of the potential
dangers of the cold. The uniqueness of snowflakes suggests that there is no limit to one’s
creativity. The green houseplant ensures that
the potential for growth is on the horizon. The
transparent glass reveals the world outside.
If you take the time to look closely, you’ll see
things with more clarity and insight.
Divinatory Meaning: Listen carefully to
important messages concerning your creative
and financial potential. This is a time to
engage in studies, explore your inner child, and
to discover unique talents.

Ace of Pentacles (Rübezahl)

Rübezahl is a German forest spirit who
took pleasure in confusing travelers by leading them astray or creating storms in the
mountains. Rübezahl once abducted a beautiful princess he desired to marry. But before
she would agree to be his bride, the princess
requested that he count all the turnips in a
nearby meadow as proof of his love. While
51

Rübezahl was unwittingly distracted, the
princess escaped.
The steps represent ascension and unexpected opportunities. Rübezahl symbolizes
the wild, untamed spirit. The placidity of
the background is in sharp contrast with the
intemperate wilderness of Rübezahl’s domain.
Divinatory Meaning: Don’t refrain from
venturing forth and exploring new terrain.
This is the time to let your ideas manifest into
material gains.

Two of Pentacles (Lemures/Lares)

The ancient Romans believed in good
ghosts and bad ghosts. The good ghosts,
known as Lares, were envisioned as blissful,
dancing youths. They served as tutelary spirits
and were venerated for their auspicious presence. The malevolent Lemures were ambulant
skeletons that haunted homes, threatening the
inhabitants. The spirits converge in a confluence of order and chaos. The patterns suggest
that our own behavior can determine which
type of ghost will emerge. The two pentacles
in opposite corners suggest light and dark,
conscious and unconscious, yin and yang.
Divinatory Meaning: You may have to
juggle responsibilities and make compromises
along the way. Be careful not to take on too
much. Sometimes the initial enthusiasm is
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incongruent with what is realistically possible.

Three of Pentacles (Manes)

Manes were ghosts and guardians of burial
sites and monuments. They were considered
good spirits and were referred to as Di Manes,
or divine dead. Each year, during the feast of
Parentalia, gravesites were visited and offerings
were made to honor the dead. Roman tombstones were often inscribed with the letters
DM (Di Manes) to officiate the spirits. This
luminous image exemplifies energy born from
the seeds of creative thinking. The three spirits
balance their decorative disks, the different
designs representing individual contribution to
a team effort.
Divinatory meaning: This is the time to
tackle a project by brushing up on old skills or
nurturing new ones.

Four of Pentacles (Wanjina)

Supernatural spirits of the aborigines, Wanjina had the ability to transform into rocks, and
sometimes took residence in nearby waterholes.
They were depicted as mouthless beings with
large heads. It was thought that if the Wanjina
had mouths, flooding rains and other extreme
weather would pour forth. They also lived in
mountains where sacred depictions of their
appearance could be found on rocks. The spirits
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are there to imbibe gifts. They serve as a bridge
between the waters of internal resources and the
rain-filled skies of conscious delivery.
Divinatory meaning: Remember to accept
gifts in kind and to never allow greed to influence financial decisions.

Five of Pentacles (The Unquiet Grave)

The “Unquiet Grave” was an English folk
ballad about a man’s insufferable grief for his
dead sweetheart. The man’s daily tears caused the
weary ghost to finally break her silence: “Oh who
sits weeping on my grave, and will not let me
sleep?” When he requested a kiss, she rebuffed
him and sent him on his way so that she could
finally rest in peace. Her hair is adorned with
spirals symbolizing the spirits’ desire to move
beyond the confines of the living. The red rose
juxtaposes the dead leaves, contrasting life and
death. The dying tree is host to growing ivy, a
plant that will not relinquish its grasp.
Divinatory meaning: Even if things don’t
pan out like you thought they would, instead
of mourning your losses indefinitely, let go and
move on.

Six of Pentacles (Tornak)

The Tornak is an animistic guardian spirit
who can appear as a human, stones, or a bear.
The Eskimo angakok (shaman) would serve
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as liaison between the Eskimo people and the
helpful Tornak. Through these ceremonial
exchanges, the angakok could procure medicines, solicit advice, and seek atonement to
help prevent misfortune. All the earth energies
come together in centrums of abundance. The
bear represents protection and the cycle of life.
Fish are symbolic of fertility and the radiating sparkles indicate expansiveness. Feathers
indicate a connection with spirit.
Divinatory meaning: Peace and prosperity will enable you to enjoy more flexibility
and freedom. Be generous and spread positive
energy with others.

Seven of Pentacles (Canterville Ghost)

Sir Simon de Canterville was the tortured
ghost who failed to scare off a family taking
residence at Canterville Chase. Despite his
best efforts to frighten the new arrivals, no
one took the restless ghost seriously except for
fifteen-year-old Virginia, who helped him find
salvation and peace. The ghost floats down
a flight of cold, stone stairs. He is between
worlds, belonging to neither the land of the
living nor the land of the dead. The house represents the burdens of conscious attachments
and the empty grave serves as his portal to
freedom. The ghost casts a shadow, a symbol
of his residual humanity, but his glowing eyes
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reflect his fiery spirit.
Divinatory Meaning: After much work and
effort, you feel as though there are no lights at
the end of the tunnel. Be patient—reward is in
the offing if you wait.

Eight of Pentacles (Kobold)

Some people denounce household spirits
as nuisances, while others welcome them with
gifts. In Germany, where kobolds are believed to
inhabit trees, intricate puppets were carved from
the wood to preserve the kobold’s spirit. They
were placed in trunks and stored in the house.
Only certain individuals were authorized to open
them. Kobolds would perform helpful tasks as
long as they were treated with respect. But they
could also be mischievous tricksters. The tiny
kobold stands firmly in the forest, a place full
of endless possibilities. Spirits can be seen integrated into the fauna, a testament to the spiritual
force omnipresent in the sacred environment.
Divinatory Meaning: This is a time to work
hard, save money, and use your skills wisely.

Nine of Pentacles (Menehune)

The Hawaiian menehune are tiny, magical
fey who lived in forests and caves. Despite their
diminutive size, they were supreme swimmers
who could perform high-diving exercises.
Menehune were nocturnal creatures with a
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penchant for playing pranks on humans. But
despite their mischievous interludes, they could
be helpful. The underground cave is a treasure
trove of natural resources. It’s full of vibrant life,
past and present. The stalagmites connect the
floor to ceiling and represent the three levels of
the psyche merging into wholeness.
Divinatory meaning: You can take a deep
breath and relax in the knowledge that stability
and confidence will supplant financial worries.

Ten of Pentacles (Animism)

Animism, the belief that natural phenomenon are infused with spirit, involves worshiping people, animals, objects, and the dead.
Communication with a spirit may entail the
help of a shaman, an amulet, or a representative object. The dream state is another way to
enter the realm of spirits. The forest is teaming
with life. All the elements merge together and
exhibit the verdant wealth of their collective
efforts. The stream is symbolic of an active
unconscious providing burgeoning ideas that
flow to the surface. The spirits in the rocks and
trees absorb the energy around them, enabling
them to thrive into conscious awareness.
Divinatory meaning: After a cycle of
accomplishment, it’s time to sit back and enjoy
the rewards of your hard work and relish what
is truly important.
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Realm of the Spirits
Five-Card Spread
Use this five-card spread to unearth whatever haunts your past and free yourself to enjoy
the present. Shuffle the Ghosts and Spirits
Tarot Deck. Select five cards and lay them out
in the order shown.
1. S
 pirit of the Present- Where are you right
now? What inspires you? What concerns
do you have? What, if anything, is missing
from your life?
2. Ghosts of the Past- What lurks in your past
and haunts you? You can’t change the past,
but you can free yourself by letting go of it.
3. W hat frightens you? What are you burying
in your subconscious? Whatever you are
pushing down can hold you back. Face your
fears and confront the dark places.
4. W hat lifts your spirits? What liberates you
and brings joy? Embrace your bliss.
5. Spirit of the Future- What do you look
forward to? Once you have cleared away
the cobwebs of doubt, you’re ready to move
toward your destiny.

58

4
Joys

5

1

2

Future

Present

Past

3
Fears
59

For our complete line of tarot decks, books,
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